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HISTORY OF THE HIGH SCHOOL 1954-2014 
1954 – Evesham County Secondary School opened (set in 9½ acres) with 505 pupils on roll (though the school 
was only designed for 360) and 23 teaching staff.  It was originally intended to be the first of two or three 
secondary modern schools in Evesham.  The school grounds were once orchards owned by the Barnett family 
and later the Osbornes.   
 
The school was designed by Richard Sheppard and Partners, F/A.R.I.B.A OF London and built by Espley and Co 
Ltd.  The building contract (at a projected cost of £98,000) was signed in the winter of 1952 and work was to be 
completed with 21 months of the start.  The design was very modern and cutting edge (with 8,000 square feet 
of plate glass windows at a cost of £2,200) and was fitted out with modern equipment for concerts, domestic 
science, arts, crafts and horticulture.  Much of the furniture and other kit, however, was old having been 
transferred from the pupils’ previous schools.   
 
Some notes stuck into the scrap book for 1971-1979 concerning the school grounds include:- 
 
 The land on which the school was built had access by old Four Pools Lane.  This was an old water road serving 

the market garden holdings down to Crabb’s Farm….The sports field behind the school was entered between two 

giant majestic Elm trees, which, unfortunately had to be demolished for the construction of the new Assembly 

Block. 

 

The gardens were laid out with two objectives –  

 

1. Amenity value 

2. Science and Art teaching. 

The trees in front of the Small Hall were raised at the old School and tranferred here in the winter of 1954/55.  

They consist of Prunus varieties and a superb Metsequoia grown from seed provided by the late Mr. Lewis – at 

one time the County Organiser for all sciences. 

  

 
 

The original school block (which these days houses the small hall, humanities, reception, the gymnasium and the 
Head’s office) contained the hall, the gym, one domestic science room, one needlework room, one art room, the 
library, a canteen kitchen, nine classrooms and the administrative rooms.  There were also separate practical 
and rural science rooms.  A report in the local paper of Saturday 6 November 1954 highlighting the modern 
design and construction of the school concludes “Up to the same modern standard are the sanitation and 
plumbing.  The domestic science kitchen even has a low sink to receive waste water from the clothes wringers.  
No mod con forgotten…”.   
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The school was due to open on 9th September 1954 but there was a delay because of problems with the sewers.  
Around 70 senior boys attended the school while the other pupils were taught (by a mix of transferred and 
appointed teachers) at Evesham Church of England School (Merstow Green), Bengeworth Church of England 
School, Evesham County Boys School, Evesham County Girls School, the Domestic Science Centre (in the town) 
and the Woodwork Centre (in the town). 
 
1st October 1954, the sewer link was completed.  Furniture was transferred to the school.  4th October, 1954, all 
the children on roll registered at the school for lessons for the first time.  In the Head’s first report to Governors 
in November 1954 (typed on Foolscap Folio size paper) he described the school organisation as being made up 
of “14 classes – 4 in the first year,4 in the second, 3 third-year and 3 fourth-year classes.  A specialist-system of 
teaching has been adopted, although in the first year particularly the time-table has been so arranged that each 
form spends a good proportion of its time with one teacher”. 
 
Under the heading of General in the report to governors, Mr Cave wrote “The normal working of the school has 
developed quite satisfactorily.  The change for most children to the new building has undoubtedly been salutary.  
A large proportion wear school uniform; and the school nurse, in particular, has been impressed by a new 
attitude to appearance and cleanliness; although there remain a few cases which are still not creditable to the 
school”. 
 
Because the school was oversubscribed, space was always a problem.  A new Assembly Block was planned to 
hold a hall large enough to hold all the pupils, three science laboratories, a second domestic science room and a 
second art room and more classrooms. 

                                        
SCHOOL TEACHING STAFF 1954 
Mr A. C. Cave  Headmaster (formerly Head of Evesham County Boys School 1951-54) 
Mrs A. M. Howlett Deputy Head and Senior Mistress 
Mr W. T. Bowles Senior Master 
Mr L. Saffron  Senior English Master 
Mr N. A. Woodcock Senior Maths Master  
Mr R. Weaver  Rural Studies 
Mr W. Raffe  Arts and crafts 
Mr K. Durnell  History 
Miss P. Reeson  P. E. 
Miss A. Davies  Needlework 
Miss H. Brown  Domestic science 
Mr H. M. Cooke  Handicrafts 
Mr R. Witter  P. E. and games 
Miss J. Cameron Music 
Mr W. H. Smith  General subjects 
Mrs E. G. Chapman Craft and general subjects 
Mrs J. Chalkley  Art and crafts 
Mr W. Turner  English 
Mr J. Callaghan  Science and R. E. 
Mr R. Daniels  English and maths 
Mr D. V. Teale  Retarded children* and Rural Studies  (*The term used at the time.) 
Miss E. M. Seel  Domestic Science 
Mr J. Brooks  Metal work 



3 
 

There were four Houses: 
Chester - the name taken from the Wheatsheaf (Earl of Chester) on the Evesham Coat of Arms 
Cornwall - from the Duke of Cornwall’s Bezants (dictionary definition: a gold coin or small golden circle) on the 
Evesham Coat of Arms.  
Edward - after the Prince of Wales who planted the black pears of Worcester 
Leicester - after Simon de Montfort, Earl of Leicester 
 
The House earning the most house points over the school year won the House Cup and kept it for a year. 
 
Four boys and four girls were nominated as prefects.   First Head Boy: John Brewer  First Head Girl: Mary Lewis. 
Class sizes averaged 36. 
 
In the first few weeks lunch took place as two sittings in the assembly hall, feeding 330 pupils and 9 staff. 
Assistants served at tables of eight at which the children helped themselves.  The tables were arranged in house 
units of three with two members of staff in each unit.   When the school opened to all 505 pupils, lunch went to 
three sittings.  Overcrowding was a problem in the school for many years. 
 
The sports and outdoor pursuits on offer were:- 
Boys: soccer, cricket, athletics, boxing, wrestling, canoeing and camping.  Girls: hockey, tennis, rounders, netball, 
athletics, country dancing and camping.   
 
School societies included chess, philately, photography and ballroom dancing.  A  P.T.A. was formed. 
The plan originally was for Prince Henry’s to be the more academic selective school, while ECSS (known as Four 
Pools) would provide technical education.  The money to develop fully the technical standing of the school was 
never forthcoming.  The 11+ was still being taken and Four Pools was later (in 1959) allocated a “selected” 
stream of around 30 pupils.  Mr Cave wanted as many pupils as possible to have every opportunity to go on to 
further/higher education, so he formed the “A alpha stream” from unselected pupils that ran parallel with the 
“A” stream.  The first pupil to gain a place at Oxford University was from the “alpha” stream!  
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One of three Christmas parties held for the children. 
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First year pupils withMr J. Callaghan in the general science laboratory. 
 
 
The school badge 
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1955 
28 January 1955, Headmaster wrote “During the week boys under the direction of Mr Weaver have been 
building a foot bridge across the brook separating Four Pools Lane from the Fairfield estate.  The work was 
completed this afternoon and the four boys who were specially released from classes were commended for 
their efforts”.  Before the bridge was built, children from the Fairfield estate had a much longer walk round to 
school via Waterside.   
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24 March 1955, the first school concert.  
 
6 July 1955, first annual school sports day.  Leicester House won, captained by Roger Brewer.  The sons and 
daughters of the Brewer family, from Honeybourne, were talented at sports.  Roger Brewer was in the 
Worcestershire Schoolboys team competing in the All-England championships in Manchester in the same year. 
His brothers John and George (George was a student at PHHS) and sisters Pam and Katheline were very good at 
sport also.  Their father had been a player for Cheltenham Town. 
 

 
 
13 July 1955, Cornwall House won the Challenge Cup. 
 
19 July 1955, the school held the Piper Shield for inter schools swimming 
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21 July 1955, the end of Term Service.   
 
Colours awarded: 
Athletics R. Brewer, Pamela Brewer and Judy Davis 
Cricket  P. Walker, J. Bettridge, and G. Keen 
Swimming J. Brewer, H. Middlicott 
 
September 1955, number on roll increased to 621. Head Boy: D. Hammond    Head Girl: Marion Barnett 
 
30 September 1955, first annual prize giving. 
 
December 1955, a performance of The Coventry Nativity Play by the School Dramatic Society.  The Head 
recorded “Costume, music and speech were good, and not one prompt was needed although the players may 
well have been made nervous by a failure of the curtains early on necessitating a long delay and a re-start of the 
play”. 

 
Cast of The Coventry Nativity Play 
 
Christmas 1955, school visit to Austria with teachers Mr Turner and Mr Witter. 
 
1956 

 
Hockey team 1956 
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March 1956, Robin Hood, a musical play in 2 acts based on medieval ballads.  Tickets cost 2/6 (two shillings and 
sixpence, 12½p in decimal coinage). 

 
The cast of Robin Hood 
 
Wednesday 30th May 1956, second annual sports day beginning at 2 p.m.  Cornwall House won. 
 
Saturday 2nd June 1956 at 2.30 p.m., South Worcestershire School Athletic Association 9th annual sports meeting 
held at E.C.S.S.   Schools taking part: Blackminster, Bredon, Pershore and Evesham (all secondary schools). 
Programmes cost sixpence. 
 
7th July 1956, 1st P.T.A. Garden Fete held in the school grounds. (Lots of stalls and events – original programme in 
ECSS first scrapbook).  It was opened by the Mayor of Evesham and programmes cost 6d each.  About 1,500 
people attended.  Over £400 taken and the profit was around £250. 
 

 
 
Garden Fete 7th July 1956.  25th July, end of summer term. 
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New school year 1956-57 began 13th September with 671 on roll.  Head Boy: Brian Hudd  Head   Girl: Frances 
Newman 
 
Two temporary classrooms not yet ready.  As a result of this 41 pupils were sent home for a further few days.  
Rooms ready by 24th September.  One class was still taught at Evesham C. E. School with Miss Wallace. 
 
December 1956, school production of A Christmas Carol by Charles Dickens 
 
1957 
March 1957, school performance of H.M.S Pinafore by Gilbert and Sullivan 

 
 
 

 
School orchestra 
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Staff:  Easter 1957 
 
New school year 1957-58, 762 on roll.  5th Year now created with 15 potential GCE candidates. 
 
Head Boy: Brian Hudd (2nd year in post)  Head Girl: Frances Newman (2nd year in post).  Frances became a 
governor and Chair of Governors in the future (Frances Smith)) 
 
20th September 1957 – Asian influenza epidemic takes hold. 71 absent. 

23/9  116 absent 
24/9 144 absent 
26/9 184 absent 
27/9  211 absent plus 1 teacher 
30/9 255 absent plus 3 teachers 
01/10 249 absent plus 1 teacher 
02/10  260 absent 
03/10 258 absent + 1 teacher 
04/10 293 absent 

 
Epidemic seems to have peaked at this point.  High absence figures are still noted until 18th October. The Head 
notes on 21st October “absences not greatly above normal; the epidemic seems definitely to be on the decline”. 
 
Wednesday October 16th 1957 at 7.30 p.m., annnual prize-giving in the school hall.  The prizes were given by 
Alderman R. R. Adam, Chairman of theWorcestershire County Council. 
 
The first groups of pupils to sit public examinations (17 candidates) take them in 1957. 
 
1958 
8th January the school reopens after the Christmas holidays.  The new block is in use for the first time. Comprises 
hall, domestic science room, biology lab, five classrooms, music room and changing rooms. 
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The Stamp Club       
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March 1958, school performance of Shakespeare’s A Midsummer Night’s Dream 
 

 
 
29th October 1958, Miss Noel Streatfield (well-known authoress of the day) presents the awards at Prize Giving. 
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A school trip to Italy 

 
 

 
The school was officially declared open by the Bishop of Worcester on 11th June.  860 pupils on roll and 34 staff. 
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September 1958, 885 on roll. There are still some classrooms in the town, including 1B and 1C. 
   
12th September 1958, prefects appointed.  Head Boy:  Raymond Fletcher   Head Girl: Carol Lee 
 
November 1958 is the first mention of the polio vaccine.   
 
12th December 1958, school performance of Laughing Dandino (written for the school by well-known writer, and 
school governor, Ursula Moray Williams (Mrs John)).  This made a profit of £13 9s 6d. 
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The Laughing Dandino 
 
1959 
19th February 1959, attendance at the P.T.A. meeting low because of thick fog.   
 
11th-13th March 1959, school performance of Toad of Toad Hall. 
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March 1959 sees another ‘flu epidemic. 
 
Camping Group at Llanstephan in the summer.   
 

 
A dance at the town hall 
 
September 1959, 914 on roll.  Head Boy: Edward Cowie  Head Girl: Carol Lee (2nd time in post) 
 
First selected stream admitted. 
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Photo: Prefects autumn term 1959.  Names written on back of the photograph. 
 
Pupils put in Streams:   
A Stream (around 30 pupils, the “selected” or “technical “ stream, i.e. passed the 11+ but not placed at Prince 
Henry’s). 
ALPHA Stream  
B stream 
C stream 
D stream 
 E Stream      
 
October 1959 YHA (Youth Hostel Association) trip to Long Mynd, Shropshire 
 
November a meeting at County to discuss fifth form, and future sixth form/FE provision in the town.  
 
1960  
January 1960 new Science block opened after a four month delay.  It cost £45,000 to build.  It was reported in 
the Evesham Journal that “The opening of the new science block completed the school as a five-form entry 
bilateral school and would enable them to carry on the technical side (as distinct from the modern side), work 
comfortably up to )-level GCE – and beyond if necessary”. 

 



19 
 

 
 
February 1960 minor ‘flu epidemic 
 
March 1960, a concert and one act play took the place of the usual three act play (because of the illness of a 
close relation of a member of staff closely involved in the play). 
 
April 1960, school visit to Amsterdam. 
 
September 1960, 936 on roll.  Head Boy: Edward Cowie (2nd time in post) Head Girl: Carol Starky 
 
Autumn 1960, three classes are still housed in the town. 
 
November 1960, visit to Capel Y Fin (Black Mountains). 
 
1961 
A third stage of building was opened, the new science block.  The blocks were renamed Main Block, Assembly 
Block, Practical Block and Science block. 
 
March 1961, school performance of Iolanthe (Gilbert and Sullivan) 
  
Spring 1961, school visit to Denmark. 
 
April 1961, a group of eight senior boys and two teachers went to the Cairngorms for ten days. 
 
4th – 9th May 1961, school trip to Snowdonia. 
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Whole school photo 1960/1961 
 
Trip to the Lake District  
 
27TH July 1961 E. Cowie, Head boy for two years and first A-level candidate leaves with A-level in music and 
seven “O” levels.  A letter from Mr Cave to the Journal in February 1982 (correcting an error in a previous report 
about A-level provision in the town) includes mention of Edward Cowie who went on to compose “Commedia”, 
an opera performed at Sadler’s Wells in the week of Mr Cave’s letter. 
 
End of term 27th July. 
 
14th September 1961, 990 on roll.  Head Boy: David Colclough  Head Girl:Lynn Moss 
 
20th September, N.A.S. strike.  8 teachers out on strike.  First strike to affect the school. 
12th December,  250 absences, mainly ‘flu, chicken pox and jaundice. 
 
20th December, Sports Colours awarded.  New Colours ties now in use. 
 
1962 
26th January, 1962 successful reunion of Old Scholars was held and a Society was formed - the “Former Pupils’ 
Association”.  Mr Cave had put forward the suggestion that there should be an ex pupils society.  Brian Hudd, 
Chairman; Frances Newman, Secretary; John Colson, Treasurer; President, Mr Cave. 
 
March 1962 Cairngorms Camping and climbing  
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May 1962, the Headmaster’s report to governors reads “Last term was, in many ways, the worst I ever 
remember.  Not only was it a long and very cold term punctuated with minor epidemics, but the incidence of 
staff absences was the highest I remember.  Apart from the usual ailments such as ‘flu, and this year, German 
measels, Mr ****** was away for half the term with a breakdown, Mrs ****** had pneumonia, Mr ****** a 
duodenal ulcer and Mr W*****  had two spells of absence for stone in the kidney.  The second spell was for 
surgical treatment and he became very seiously ill.  He is now recovering and within minutes of my actually 
writing these words I am going to fetch him home from hospital. 
 
I would like particularly to draw to your attention the remarkable spirit of the staff during this time – when 
everyone left was overworked and accepted it cheerfully – and drowned it by arranging a rota to take Mrs 
W***** each day of the week to Cheltenham hospital for a period of about 4 weeks.  I am sure I am right in 
correlating this attitude with the reputation this school has gained in the neighbourhood.”. 
 
13th September 1962, new term.  964 on roll.  Head Boy: Geoffrey Barnett  Head  Girl:Sandra Pollak 
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1963 
Spring term 1963, frost and heavy snow in Evesham [and across the country].  A New Year “Party-Dance” for 
former pupils had to be postponed until the end of February because of the severe weather (and even then it 
snowed). 
 
A government report entitled the “Newsom Report” was published.  It focused on the education of “half of our 
future”, those children of average and below average ability. 
 
March 1963 “Noah” performed by ex pupils.  Lead part played by John Colston (“Looking every inch an Old 
Testament figure”, Evesham Journal quoted in the 1963 School Magazine).   

 
 
March 1963, school production of St. Joan.  Lead part played by June Bailey. 
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13th March 1963 Simplicity [pattern manufacturer] fashion parade. 
 
July 1963 saw the first edition of the Evesham Secondary School Magazine (Vol. 1. No. 1).   Editor: Mr A. W. 
Johnson, Junior Editor: T. Malin.  Committee: Mr R. H. Daniels, S. Blackwell, A. Robertson, Mr R. Lapidge, C. 
Ashfield and N. Cotton.  The content included staff notes (arrivals and departures), reports on various school 
trips, highlights of the year, pupils’ creative writing and advertisements for Black & White Coaches, Harvington; 
F. Allard & Sons, Building Contractors, Espley & Co. Ltd, High Street, Evesham (who built the school), Smedley’s 
(“the best canned and frozen foods”), J. M. Stokes Ltd (fruit and vegetable suppliers), Foster Brothers (clothing), 
Collins Bros (of Mill Street. Ham, bacon and pork products) and T.W. Beach & Sons Ltd, soft drinks and food 
manufacturers. 
 
Mention is made of teachers who are joining and leaving the school.  A whole page is devoted to Miss Brown 
who was retiring.  She had worked at the Domestic Science Centre (since 1927) before joining the school when it 
opened in 1954.  The Former Pupils’ Notes section mentions the size of the fifth year.  “Five years ago the fifth 
year consisted of about 12.  It went up between 30 and 50 and this year the numbers had reached 80.  Mr Cave 
anticipated that next year’s figures would be between 90 and 100.” 
 
It was decided at the annual meeting to lower the former pupils’ membership fee to 5/- (5 shillings = to 60p) per 
annum and to 2/6 (two shillings and sixpence = to 12½p) for pupils just leaving school.  Life membership was set 
at two guineas (£2 and 2 shillings). 
 
Summer term trips to Snowdonia, Lake District (two parties of pupils) and Symond’s Yat 
 
School term starts 12 September 1963.  1001 on roll “exceeding expectation” 108 pupils across fifth and sixth 
years – a new record.  Head Boy: Louis Potter  Head Girl: Bridget Ford 
 
October 1963, Music Club was formed “with the object of supplying “light” classical music which members of 
the fifth and sixth years could listen to during their dinner hour on Wednesdays”. 
 
1964 
April 30th, 1st and 2nd May 1064 production of The Imaginary Invalid by Moliere, performed by ex pupils. 
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April 30th – 5th May and May 7th – 12th 1964, Lake District youth hostel trips.  May 21st – 29th 1964, camping at 
Symond’s Yat.  May 28th – June 2nd, Snowdonia youth hostel trip.  June 4th – 9th 1964, Peak District youth hostel 
trip.  June 11th – 16th Devon youth hostel party.  Last week of the summer term, River Wye canoeing expedition. 
 
Summer term (nationally) sees the introduction of the new Certificate of Secondary Education (CSE).  The school 
magazine reports “For the first time pupils embarked on the less academic, and perhaps more liberal, syllabi for 
this examination. 
 
July 1964 vol.1. No. 2 of the school magazine is published.  Special mention is made of Mr R. H. Daniels who is 
leaving to teach English at a school in Worcester. He had been a member of staff since the school’s inception 
and had produced a number of the school plays.  A fan of opera, he produced school performances of H.M.S. 
Pinafore and Iolanthe. 
 
July-August 1964, trip to Paris.  August-September 1964, visit to Salzburg (including a trip down a salt mine). 
 
10th September 1964 start of term,  996 on roll.  Head Boy: David Martin  Head Girl: Susan Rollason 
 
21st September, 1964 panoramic photograph taken of the pupils.   
 

 



26 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 
1964, accommodation is still a problem.  Two classrooms not completed. 
 
Autumn term 1964 the Boat Club is formed.  The town club gave a new set of blades as a gift.  A crew entered 3 
open regattas. 
 
20th October 1964 the school celebrated its 10th anniversary with a special service in the Large Hall 
 
21st October 1964 tenth Annual Prize-Giving held in the Large Hall at 2.30 p.m. 
 
9th November 1964 the Head is presented with a document case and a Parker pen by the Head Boy on behalf of 
the school for 10 years as Head. 
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A group of boys from 3E wrote and staged the pantomime “Aladdin” in front of the school.  It was such a success 
2 boys from 3D joined in to produce “Cinderella” in the Easter (spring) term. 
 
1964/65 school year, 6 new Houses are formed (felt necessary because the school had grown so much in size 
of roll):- 
 Avon:    House Mistress Mrs A. Harrison 
Bredon:  House Mistress Mrs E. Chapman 
Cleeve:  House Master Mr L. Saffron 
Dovers:  House Master Mr R. Weaver  
Malvern:  House Master Mr C. O’Neill 
Meon:   House Master Mr H. Cooke 
 
1965 
10th February the Parent/Teachers’ Association Building was officially opened by the County Education Officer 
(building work having begun the previous summer).  The cost was raised by the Annual Fete and a loan which 
was paid back by subscriptions.  A report in the 1965 school magazine reads “The building itself contains many 
facilities, including a projection room, a kitchen, a prefects’ room, a capacious hall and a television set.  The 
projection room enables films to be shown to a much larger audience than was possible before.  The kitchen 
affords facilities both for social meetings and the occasional needs of the school itself.  A prefects’ room has 
always been desirable, but until the present it has always been impossible because of lack of space.  The room 
has been equipped with its own easy-chairs and even a fan-heater, luxuries which raise the status of prefects 
considerably.  The hall will be used ofr special class projects, visiting lectures, film shows and meetings”.   
 
[In the spring of 1993 the P.T.A Room was fitted with lighting bars, dimmer boards etc and turned into the 
Drama Studio (until it was demolished to make room for the new performing arts building).] 
 

 
Soccer Juniors, 1965 

Rowing on the Avon      
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24th-26th March 1965, school production of The Mikado by Gilbert and Sullivan   
 
7th-12th May 1965, trip to the Lake District 

 
Tea with Mr Cave 
 
24th- 30th June trip to Snowdonia 
 
July 1965 vol.2 no. 1 of the school magazine.   
 
3rd July 1965, Sir Gerald Nabarro presented the prizes at the Annual P.T.A. fete.  The Headmaster recorded “A 
storm cut short the proceedings but the day was successful”. 
 
8th-15th July River Wye canoeing.  1st-11th August, trip to Paris.  14th-26th August visit to Elsinore, Denmark. 
 
9th September 1965 960 on roll.  Head Boy: David Raymer  Head Girl: Susan Rollason (2nd year in post) 
 
Senior staff, form teachers and rooms 1965/66 
Headmaster: Mr A. C. Cave 
Deputy Head: Miss C.M.Wallace 
Senior Master: Mr G. Pike 
 
    Room 
1A Miss Chapman  11 
1a Miss Pritchett  10 
1B Miss Niblett  12 
1C Mr Freeman    3 
1D Miss Keen  A3 
1E Miss Wynniatt  15 
2A Mr Watson  Music Room 
2a Mr Broadley  14 
2B Mr Hext    8 
2C Miss Goulder    7 
2D Mr Guest    6 
2E Mr Skelley  Biol. Lab 
2F Mrs Skidmore  16 
3A Mr Roberts    4 
3a Mr Clark  20 
3B Mrs Peacock  N.W. 
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3C Mr Pye     5 
3D Mr Neal  Phys. Lab 
3E Mrs Tigwell  17 
4A Mr Davies  Chem. Lab 
4a Mr H. Roberts    2 
4B Mr Lapidge    9 
4C Mr Edwards  Genl. Sc. 
4D Mr Brown  13 
4E Mr Lane  19 
5A Mr Craig    Library 
5A1 Mr McKechnie Smith   1 
5A2 Mrs Rourke  18 
U5th Mr Saffron  Div. 2 
6th Mr Weaver  Div.3 
 
Countryman’s Club is formed (open to boys and girls) and meets once a week for those with an interest in 
natural history and/or farming.  In one project the group made bird tables for different parts of the school 
grounds. 
 
A new drama club is formed under the guidance of Mr Hext.  Grenville Hawkins of 5a2 wrote a play about the 
death of Simon de Montfort (1965 being the 700th anniversary of the battle of Evesham).  The next venture was 
a comedy written by a member of the group entitled “Rest in Peace”. 
 
27th September staff discussion group on comprehensive education. 
 
20th October Lord and Lady Russell present the prizes at the annual prize-giving.  Mr Cave gives special mention 
to Colin Ashfield who was the first pupil to leave the school with three “A” level passes. 
 
1965 Carol Service undertook the huge feat of attempting “to recount the entire Biblical story from the Creation 
to the Birth of Christ in music, readings, and – an innovation – choral verse speaking”. 
 
1966 
January 1966 a student Magician’s Club is formed by a number of younger pupils with the help of Mr Perry.  
Members had to swear to keep the secrets of the club in the same manner as members of the Magic circle. 
 

 
Rugby seniors 



30 
 

 
Scottish country dancing 
 
24th-25th March 1966, a school production of The Government Inspector. 

 
 
6th-11th May, Lake District youth hostel trip.  16th-21st June Snowdonia youth hostel trip.  11th-20th July Wye 
canoeing 
 
July 1966 vol.2 no. 2 of the school magazine.   
 
8th-15th August trips to Belgium, taking in Holland, France and Luxembourg.  17th-26th August visit to Montreux, 
Switzerland.  December 1966 money raised for charities, including the Aberfan Disaster. 
 
September  1966, 34 students in the sixth form.  Head Boy: Roger Lamb  Head Girl: Penelope Hardaker.  Head 
teacher records in his log that numbers remain similar to the year before “with a smaller intake but more 
staying in fifth and sixth forms”.  
 
September 1966 4D pupils with the help of Mr Callaghan begin work on building a school tuckshop.  They dig 
out the footings and build, erect, clad and paint the wooden frame.  The report in the following year’s magazine 
reads “…we made the asbestos roof ready and put it on”.  
 
1967 
30th January 1967, the tuck shop opens.  It makes a profit of about a £1 per day. 
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The tuck shop with Mr Callaghan and the boys of 4D 
 
27th February 1967 Fourth Year qualifying exams begin. 
 
March 1967, school production of Finian’s Rainbow. 
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July 1967 vol. 2 no. 3 of the school magazine.  
  
In the autumn term Mr Freeman founded “The Guild of Bell-ringers”.  They met each Friday at the Evesham Bell 
Tower at 4.00 p.m. and were allowed to join in with special occasion ringing. 
 
20th July 1967 term ends. 
 
12th September 1967 term begins.  Head Boy: Roger Lamb (2nd year in post) Head Girl: Trudy Atkinson.  962 on 
roll, including 95 in the 5th form and 35 in the sixth form. 
 
Instructions to staff typed on Fooscap Folio paper state:- 
 

NOTES MAINLY FOR FORM TEACHERS 

  1967 

1
ST

 DAY OF YEAR 

 

1.  Dinner numbers required immediately – send to office. 

 

2.  Make (temporary) form register at rear of Register.  Get full names, ages and addresses – names and initials of 

Guardian if nor Parents. 

 

3.  Make dinner register.  Collect 4/- for Tues. Wed. Thurs. and Fri. 

 

4.  If new, get advice from established member of staff about keeping of dinner register. 

 

GENERAL 

1.  Attendance Registers 

     Mark each a.m.  Appoint reliable absentee monitor(s) and issue with small notebook to register form 

absentees.  Registration period each Friday p.m.  Weekly returns to office by Fri. 2.p.m.   Monthly returns last day 

of month. 

 

2. Absentees 

     List of absentees (on cyclostyled slip) to be sent to Mr. Sutton (caretaker) outside Room 5 each morning at 

Registration time (9-9.5a.m.)  A note MUST be received to cover each absence.  Permission for absence must be 

in writing and must be sent to me for initialling as indication that permission is granted. 

 

3. Dinner Registers 

     Maintain daily.  Be careful that it is kept accurately, especially each Monday.  Inaccuracies cause havoc in the 

office!  Registers must be balanced by 2.p.m. on Friday. 

 

4.  Record Cards  (first year) should be completed as far as necessary from Forms 186R and from questioning of 

children.  These should be done within first 3 weeks of term. 

 

5.  Admissions Numbers should be obtained from office.  For the time being Record Cards are kept in a filing 

cabinet.  Apply to Mrs Lampitt for them.  (Medical Room). 

 

6.  Homework.  Homework notebooks should be issued and a homework time-table worked out within the first 

few days.  Children should enter homework set each day.  Form teachers should periodically check the books to 

see that the children are entering homework and to ascertain also that homework is being regularly set according 

to the timetable.  If it is not, jog the memory of teacher concerned. 

 

STOCK 

1
ST 

day of year – Collect from main stock room between 10.-11.30.a.m. 

Issue (as form teacher) (1)  Rough Books 

   (2)  Small (HW) botebooks 

   (3)  Pencils 

Subject teachers keep small stocks and should likewise obtain on 1
st
 day of term. 

Thereafter – Room 11 Tuesdays  1.30.p.m. 
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                       Room 3 Thursdays  1.30.p.m. 

 

SCHOOL SUBS.  To be collected 1/6d per family (eldest to pay) on two specified Mondays (September 18
th
 and 

25
th
 this term) 

 

MERITS, DEMERITS AND DETENTIONS  Demerits collected from main staff room daily.  Merits to be 

collected daily at registration.  Records of these to be kept.  Details at Staff Meeting. 

 

UNIFORM  It is the Form teacher’s duty to keep a check on this – Inspect for naming on 1
st
 day of term and 

check on defaulters following Monday.  Discrepancies in uniform – report at discretion – if any problem – to 

Miss Wallace or Mr. Pike. 

 

MARK SHEETS AND REPORTS .  Mark Sheet available at office; prepare at leisure; place form lists to subject 

teachers in pigeon holes 10 days before ½ term and end of term.  Marks to be recorded on sheets.  These sheets to 

be handed to Head Master who uses them as a guide in discussing children with parents. 

 

REPORTS  These books (Blue-boys.  Pink/girls) should be prepared before staff start entering 

marks/grades/comments.  In the case of 1
st
 year, where reports are issued at Christmas, half term might well be 

taken as the time by which they should be “topped and tailed”. 

 

RECORD CARDS (all forms) should be fully completed – all sections – before the end of the summer term.  Try 

to keep up to date in interests, noteworthy events affecting child’s progress etc. 

 

NEW TEACHERS 

    Each teacher is attached to one of the six Houses in the school.  This involves attending a house meeting each 

Wednesday morning and carrying out duties allocated by the Housemaster/mistress.  House allocations are in the 

hands of Mr. Weaver. 

 

Meal, playground and wet-weather duties are posted up on Staff Notice Board.  If there is any difficulty with 

these Miss Wallace should be contacted. 

 

Information on the supervision of classes without teachers, due to staff absence, is posted daily on the Staff 

Notice Board.  It is your duty to keep a close eye on this and should you be unable to meet any of its 

requirements, Mr.Pike must be consulted immediately. 

 

     The order of assemblies is as follows:- 

  Monday Full     - Large Hall 

  Tuesday Junior – Small Hall  Senior – Large Hall 

  Wednesday       House Assemblies 

  Thursday) 

  Friday     ) Junior – Small Hall Senior – Large Hall 

 

It is the duty of the form teachers to deliver his or her class into the charge of Mr. Pike large hall or Mr. Cook 

small hall, when going to assembly. 

 

General  Requests by parents for a child’s absence should be referred to the Headmaster (see general school rules) 

 

Staff absences: 

(1)  If illness or other urgent reason prevents your coming to school, please do your utmost to see that a 

message reaches the Office before school begins. 

(2) If you are requesting an absence for any cause, please remember that as a matter of courtesy at least, the 

request should be made of the Headmaster personally.  You should then notify Mr. Pike (or whoever else 

may be responsible for ‘covering’ staff absences). 

 

Library 

     Publishers’ catalogues and also Examiners’ Reports and Educatinal reports of various types are held in the 

library and may be borrowed on application to the Library. 

 Please conform to the general library rules for the borrowing of books. 
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1st December 1967, the Head reports in his log “The Royal Ballets' "Ballet for All" gave a performance of La Fille 
Mal Gardee in the school Hall - a performance of outstanding quality: the performers were themselves delighted 
with the response of the audience.”. 
 
1968 
13 A-level pupils (subjects: English, history, art, French, R.E. biology, home economics, geography). 
 
School magazine July 1968 vol.2 no.4.   
 
“Radio Four Pools”.  Mr Broadley and 2A created a comedy show for radio.  The class was split into two groups 
and the best contributions were put together.  The Goons’ Yintong song was chosen as the music and the school 
magazine reports in a piece by Alison Smith of 2A “the first time we heard it.  There were thirty-two hysterical 
children and one teacher rolling around room 20 in complete oblivion of the outside world”. 
 
The PTA room becomes a Quiet Games area.  Pupils pay 1d per day or 3d for five days to use the room and the 
money goes towards buying new games. 
 

 
Photographs for the group passport for the Hartz Mountains trip. 
 
January 1968 a Film Society was formed with exploration and geographical films shown. 
 
19th and 20th July 1968, school production of The Devil’s Disciple by George Bernard Shaw. 
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July 1968 volume 2 number 4 of the school magazine.   
11th and 12th July 1968 floods cause the school to close after lunch on both days. 
 
End of term 23rd July. 
 
Term begins 11th September.  937 on roll.  Head Boy: Paul Fulbrook  Head Girl: Alison Simms 
 
1969 
10 A-level pupils 
 
19th-21st March 1969, school production of Oh Marry Me (musical version of She Stoops to Conquer).  Tickets 
were 4/- and 6/- and the programme was sixpence. 
 

 
 
July 1969 volume 2 number 5 of the school magazine.   
 
Summer fete opened by actor Chris Gittings (who played Walter Gabriel in The Archers). 
 
22nd July, 1969 the headmaster recorded in his log “End of School year.The weather being fine and warm the 
Assembly was held out of doors using the PA system from the balcony of the Assembly Block. The Headmaster 
gave his customary address and paid tribute to Mrs Rourke (retiring but returning p/t) Mr Lambert who goes to 
Peterborough and Mr Pike who becomes Headmaster at Whitstable.” 
 
10th September, term begins.  Head Boy: Ashley Marshall   Head Girl: Carol Pole 
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Wednesday 26th November, 1969 visit by Princess Alexandra to the school. 

 
 

 
 

                   
These two  photographs are from the school magazine 1969. 
 
1st December 1969, teachers strike by members of the NUT and NAJ. 
 
8th December 1969 Head teachers met here to discuss a four term year for Worcestershire.  
 
“Paddy” O’Neill, teacher died 20th December 1969.  A strict disciplinarian, who often called students “turnip” or 
“swede”.” 
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1970 
1970 school name is changed to “Evesham High School”.   The school magazine editorial notes that the change 
of name made the school “one of only four schools in Worcestershire designated “High” to mark their 
development of sixth form work. 
 
11 March 1970 Mr Duffy appointed as head teacher (to start in September). 
 
20th-21st March 1970 school production of The Corn is Green, a comedy by Emlyn Williams. 
 
July 1970 volume 2 number 6 of the school magazine.   
 

 
Junior athletics team 1970 (trophy winners) 
 
Mr Cave and Mrs Cave retire.  Miss Wallace wrote in a piece called “Ramblings and Reminiscences” for the 
school’s Golden Jubilee celebration (in part of a collection of memories put together by five former members of 
the school) that it felt during the early years that “Staff were all members of one big family”.  She wrote that Mr 
Cave “knew every pupil in the School and would often speak to them personally as he flew round the School 
with his black gown flapping around him, which earned him the name of   B̀atman´”.  Pupils were in awe of him 
and he was respected by staff and pupils alike. 

 
Mr Cave and staff just before his retirement. 
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 16th September 1970, year tutor system introduced. 
  
Teaching staff 1970-1971 
M. M. Duffy  Headmaster 
Miss C. M. Wallace Deputy and Senior Mistress 
E. H. McKellow  Senior Master 
Mrs C. E. Abbott P.E. 
Mrs M. E. Abbott English 
J. C. Alderson  Maths 
Miss J. Allen  Needlework 
Mrs J. Beaumont Cookery 
Mrs B. Brown  Music 
C. Brown  P.E. 
R. Craig   English 
N. Clark   French/History     New blazer badge 
H. Cooke  Woodwork 
R. Cunliffe  Technical Drawing/Metalwork 
T. Davies  Chemistry 
Miss S. Ellis  P.E. 
A. Freeman  R.E. 
R. Griffiths  Maths 
T. Guest  Drama/English 
Mrs A. M. Harrison Domestic Science 
N. A. Johnson  Art/Craft 
Miss M. Jones  History 
Mrs K. Kemp  Needlework 
R. Lapidge  Art 
B. Lane   General Subjects (remedial) 
B. Lessware  Rural Science 
N. Ley   Woodwork 
A. Lyon   Physics 
D. McKechnie Smith Maths 
Mrs Peacock  General Subjects 
E. Pye   Maths 
Mrs Reynolds  Music 
D. Richards  Light Craft 
H. Roberts  Engineering 
R. Stone  Geography 
L. Saffron  English 
Mrs Skidmore  General Subjects 
P. Skelley  Biology 
D. J. Taylor  P. E. 
B. Tebbutt  General Science 
Mrs Tigwell  General Subjects 
R. Weaver  Biology 
Miss Wheelton  History 
Mrs Wynniatt  General Subjects 
Miss C. Mann  General subjects 
 
Part Time Staff 
Mrs Cross  English 
Mrs Gray  Biology 
Mrs McKellow  French 
Mrs Rourke  Commerce/English 
 



39 
 

1970 Departments are:-  
English, Mathematics, Sciences, Practical Subjects (boys), Practical Subjects (girls), a non-academic 
department and the Art/Craft department.  
 
The curriculum comprises: English, Mathematics, Physic, Chemistry, Biology, Human Biology, Rural Biology, 
Religious Education, History, Geography, French, Commerce, Art, Light Crafts, Woodwork, metalwork (including 
engineering), Technical Drawing, Housecraft, Needlework, Music, Gardening, and Physical Education (including 
games).  
 
Mr Duffy’s booklet for parents of new pupils states “Teachers in charge of all departments are left free to 
organise their subjects, choose their books and equipment, recommend books for purchase by the library and to 
experiment with methods and syllabuses”.  In addition a course was developed called Personal Relationships, 
“whereby girls and boys are encouraged to examine the problem of living in a family as daughters and sons, and 
in their final years at school to look to problems of married life and parenthood”.  “Preparation for Adult Life” 
course for 4th years “makes extensive use of outside lectures and discussions”. 
 
Extra-curricular clubs and activities:- 
Foreign Travel Club, sports and athletics teams representing the school, junior and senior choirs, orchestra and 
brass band, Dramatic Society, astronomy Club, Chemistry Club, Stamp Club, and Bell-ringing Guild.  Pupils could 
work towards the Duke of Edinburgh Awards or for the Voluntary Service Unit. 
 
September 1970 960 on roll, with 45 in the sixth form.  Head Boy: Ashley Marshall (2nd year in post)  Head Girl: 
Gillian Stokes 
 
1970 – 126 candidates for G.C.E. (at “A” and “O” level) and C.S.E. examinations. 
 
Mr Duffy broke with tradition in December 1970 by producing a written report to parents rather than imparting 
the information at speech day.  His reasons are given in the report: “few parents can actually attend a sppech 
day, and fewer still enjoy listening to speeches!”.  He reports that there are over 960 pupils in the school and 
“this number is going to grow greatly in the near future”.  The sixth form numbered 45.  Because of staffing 
restrictions, those in the first year of their sixth form were being taught alongside those who were completing it. 
 
1971 
26th-27th March 1971, school production of The Playboy of the Western World. 
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September 1971, 1,040 pupils on roll, including 80 in the sixth form.  Head Boy: D. Holloway  Head Girls: Sara 
Kitcher and Lynette Godwin. 
 
22nd September, 1971 Year 2 takes part in “Screen Test” (BBC children’s programme) with Bill Freeman. 
 
“Technical stream” put through the school following a “grammar school style education”. 
 
At Evesham High School 22 subjects are offered at “O” level, 19 at C.S.E. and 10 at A-level. 
 
At this time there are four secondary schools in the area: Blackminster County Secondary School, Bredon Hill 
County Secondary School, Evesham High School, and Prince Henry’s Grammar School. 
1971 streaming of pupils ends.  Instead they are organised into two broad ability bands. 
 
1972 
17th-18th March1972, Three One-Act Plays; There Will Come Soft Rains (Bradbury); A Jubilee (Chekov); The Red 
Velvet Goat (Niggli). 
 
28th March- 1st April 1972, Rhineland tour of Germany.  Easter exchange visit to Dieux, France with some pupils 
from Prince Henry’s Grammar School.  
 
1972 First student from the school to be offered a place at Oxbridge.  Sara Kitcher took the entrance exam in the 
fourth term of her A-level course (most students in those days sat the exam after their A-levels) and was offered 
a place to read biochemistry at Girton College, Cambridge.  A very successful student, Sara went on to gain a 
Ph.D. in 1979. 
 
1972 nationally the school leaving age is raised to 16. 
 
Decision is made to build at swimming pool at the school (source: Jubilee Magazine p.34) 
Youth Hostelling trip to Zermatt,Bristen and Braunwald Switzerland.  7 boys and 7 girls from the 4th year, plus 
four school staff.  In Bristen Youth Hostel the boys had to all sleep on one long bed and the girls in another.  
They were woken on the Sunday morning by the sound of a twelve foot alpenhorn (school magazine 1973). 
 
September 1972  Head Boy: Noel Halliwell  Head Girl: Lynette Godwin 
 
1973 
1973 11-plus selection ends in this area. Mr Duffy wrote in his report “In Year I, comprehensive reorganisation 
brought us our first all-ability intake and and involved us in far-reachingchanges in curriculum and teaching 
method.  In Year III, some 50 pupils opted to transfer to this school from Blackminster and Bredon Secondary 
Schools, and these pupils had to be carefully absorbed into our existing provision.  In Year V, the raising of 
theSchool Leaving Age brought with it some of the problems that we had expected and one or two that we had 
not…The great majority of the vth year, however, did extremely well, and overall the examination results were 
the best in the history of the school.” 
  
Great deal of discussion and disquiet in the area reported in the local press over the change to a 3-tier system 
with the creation of middle schools.   
 
February 1973 long weekend camping visit to Edale to climb Kinder Scout and go pot-holing.  This visit is such a 
success another weekend camping trip takes place a few weeks later, with more pt-holing.  April 1973 trip to 
Paris and the Loire Valley.  Easter 1973 skiing trip to Switzerland (Institut Fatima, Wangs).  2 sixth form girls join 
82 girls from other schools on a 3-week outward bound course at Rhowniar.  As well as gruelling endurance and 
sporting feats, the girls also took part in drama competitions. 
 
Fourth year visit to Portsmouth Dockyard and H.M.S. Victory. 
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A week at West Malvern Field Centre.  The students report in the school magazine reads “At Cropthorne the 
coach had to swerve to avoid a lorry and so we ended up in a ditch but we were soon on our way again”. 
 
September 1973  Head Boy: Andrew Walford  Head Girl: Penny Hill 
 
October 1973, go-ahead given for an outdoor heated swimming pool at Evesham High School.  Funds have to be 
raised.  Events such as flag days, fetes, dances, social evenings, barbecues and concerts take place.  The school 
had 5 acres of ornamental gardens designed by Robert Weaver (Head of Science) which were open to the public 
for a time at a small cost to raise money for the pool. 

 
An illustration from the School Magazine 1973 (no name attributed). 
 
1974 
In 1974 work begins on Evesham South Middle School (later Simon de Montfort Middle School). 
Comprehensiv  Education is introduced in this area. 
 
September 1974.  Head Boy: Stephen Sunley and Head Girl: Selina Jones 
 
1975 
A bookshop is added to the services provided by the school.  In the 1975 edition of the school magazine Martin 
de Vine wrote “This shop is run by the versatile Mr. Gouda aided by several dedicated students.  It was originally 
situated next to the Reference Library but, due to its popularity, it was found necessary to move to a bigger area 
in the P.T.A. room where conversation is encouraged. The shop is open every dinner time from 12.30 to 1.15 
and has a regular turn-over enabling students from the lower and middle sections of the school particularly to 
indulge their literary tastes.”  It was non-profit making.  Books could be ordered and book tokens could be 
exchanged. 
 
Saturday 22nd February 1975, the combined choirs of Evesham High School and Prince Henry’s high School 
together with an orchestra lead by Malcolm Tranter played Haydn’s The Creation at All Saints Church, Evesham. 
 
24 March – 8 April 1975 trip to Corsica for a small party of fifth form and sixth form pupils. 
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22 May 1975 a school swimming pool fundraising fete was hit by bad weather.  The dangerous conditions meant 
the main event, a trampolining display, had to be cancelled. Despite the rain the day raised £380, plus another 
£152 from a dance held in the evening. 
 
5TH July 1975, official opening of the outdoor, heated swimming pool.  25m long, 10.5 m wide, depth going from 
1m to 3m, capacity 101,600 gallons.  Cost: £20,000 plus £6,000 deficit on opening.  A souvenir programme of 
the opening of the swimming pool by the Parent Teachers Association was on sale at 10p.  It was officially 
opened by Nr F. H. George, chairman of the school governors and the guest of honour was former teacher 
Robert Weaver who was at the school from itsopening in 1954 until retirement two years before the opening of 
the pool and was the designer of the initial layout of the gardens. 
 
Official opening programme of events 
 
2.30  School Gardens open; Sideshows, Stalls and Attractions 
3.00   Opening of the Pool 
3.15-4.15 Swim Spectacular 1 
  Sponsored swim by pupils of the school 
4.15-6.30 Swim Spectacular 2 
  Sponsored swim by parents, pupils and friends 
 

Changing facilities in the Assembly Block Changing Rooms.  Entry to pool on 
presentation of sponsor card (available from pupils or from the school). 
Swim marshalls will be in attencance. 
 
Poolside seating is limited: please arrive early. 

 
Strawberry teas served from 3.15 p.m. on the Sixth Form Lawn. 
 
Flower and Produce Show in the Large Hall during the afternoon. 
 
Visitors’ Car Park on Playing Field, as directed by Car Park marshalls. 
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No date on these photographs 
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10th July 1975, a report in the local press of the go-ahead being given for the building of a swimming pool on 
ground next to the Evesham College of Further Education.  There is some opposition because of the close 
proximity to the High School pool.   The opposers thought it should be built closer to the town centre but that 
would incur higher costs.  
 
School trip to Iceland organised by the Head of Geography.  Takes place 31st July – 21st August, 1975. 
 
Winter 1975/76 there is a national potato shortage. Scarcity and high prices.  Report in the local paper about 
Evesham High School canteen, amongst others, substituting dumplings and rice for potatoes.  It is reported that 
the younger children don’t like rice very much.  
 
September 1975.  Head Boy: Adrian Lowe  Head Girl: Rosemary Harrell 
 
1976 
1976/1977 2 new middle schools to open: Evesham North Middle School and Evesham South Middle School. 
 
1976 there is a recession in Britain and a serious shortage of jobs for young people.  There are also threats of 
huge cuts in funding in the education budget. 
 
7th July 1976, school open day.  Guide for parents includes this plan. 

 
 
September 1976.  Head Boy: Adrian Marskell  Head Girl:  Helen Righton 
 
8th-10th December 1976 school performance of The Pirates of Penzance by Gilbert and Sullivan 
 
1977 
February 1977 a lot of reports in the local press about proposed severe cuts to the education budget. 
 
Spring 1977 5 pupils make the first visit (three weeks) as part of an exchange scheme with US students from 
Richmond, Virginia.  In July the same year nine students from Richmond spend five weeks staying with families 
with students at EHS.  A student from Iowa also spends a year studying in the sixth form.  Over the years the 
school has several annual exchanges with students from Richmond.  Comments in interviews with the US 
students for the press state British puddings are lovely but our driving is awful.  The local students are jealous 
that US students can drive cars (and own cars) at an earlier age than British teenagers and comment that 
American teachers are less formal than British teachers. 
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A 2-level diving platform is added to the pool ready for summer 1978.  Some money is still outstanding on the 
loan for the pool. 
 
September 1977.  Head Boy: L. Giles  Head Girl: T. Speake   
 
7th-10th December, a school full stage production of The Mikado.  Tickets available from1) the Business Manager, 
Evesham high School,  2)  The Vinecroft Tea Rooms,  3)  At the Door.  Adults: 75p and 50p, Children and Senior 
Citizens 40p and 25p.  Teachers N. Clark, Hugh Graham, Norman Ley, Derek Longley and Ray Norris had to shave 
off their beards to play the parts. 
 
1978 
14th March-13th April 1978, Head Teacher Mr Duffy and 9 students fly from Heathrow to Washington D.C.  
International airport to be met by students from Trinity Episcopal High School, Richmond, Virginia, a two and a 
half hour road journey away for the second visit in an exchange scheme. 
 
September 1978 Head Boy and Head Girl now called “Senior Students” and the girl’s name is listed ahead of the 
boy’s name.  This year they were Cathy Farey and Jonathon Green. 
 
28th-30th November and Saturday 2nd December, 1978 school performance of H.M.S. Pinafore. 
 
1979 
March 1979 Aerial photograph taken of 950 children on the school field forming the message “EHS 1954-79” 
which had been marked out in sand. 

 
 

 
 
 



46 
 

23rd March, 1979, school production of The Chicken Run, by Aidan Chambers, performed by the reformed Drama 
Club. 
 

 
March 1979 Miss Wallace, Deputy Head retires after 21 years of teaching at the school (she was a P.E. & Games, 
and Geography teacher).  Mr Lane, Head of the Remedial Department also retired. 

 
40 students from a school in Melsungen, Germany visit the town as part of a tour of England. 
19 July- 10 August 1979, 3-week trip to Corsica.  Small group of students comprising some members of 5th year, 
lower sixth and upper sixth form. 
 
September 1979.  Senior Students, Deborah Cox and Matthew Cassen. 
 
Evesham Arts Centre open Day – Music and Minstrels 
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September 1979 Staff Handbook extract:- 
 
SCHOOL ROUTINE 
8.45 Staff on Duty   For all staff duties see the separate duty list on staff notice board 
8.55* Registration – Form Bases All form tutors 
     Absence slips to Vth former outside Room 5 by 9.05 
9.05*  Assemblies, Year and   Monday:  Years V & VI, Large Hall 
            House meetings (form  Tuesday:  Years III & IV, Large Hall 
            Period on days when   1st Wednesday in each month:  House meetings: 
            there is no Assembly or    Bredon   Boys Gym 
            meeting     Dovers  P.R.  (Parents’ Room) 
      Cleeve  L. Hall 
      Malvern Girls gym  
     Thursday:  Year III, Small Hall           
            Year V, Large Hall 
     Friday:       Year IV, Large Hall 
9.20* Period 1 
9.55* Period 2 
10.30* Morning Break   Duty Staff with VIth form help 
10.50* Period 3 
11.25* Period 4 
12.00* Lunch Break 
12.05* Main Block doors locked by VIth form 
1.05* Doors unlocked 
1.10* Period 5 
1.45* Period 6 
2.25* Period 7 
3.00* Period 8 
3.35*  Registration   All form tutors 
3.40* End of school   All buses should have left by 3.55 
 
 * = Electric bell 
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German is listed as a subject taught in the 1979-80 staff handbook . 
 
December 1979 school production of The Sorceror by Gilbert and Sullivan 
 

 
 

 
 
December 1979, Mr Duffy announces his intention to leave Evesham High School to take up the post of 
Headmaster at King Edward VI School in Morpeth, Northumberland (starting September 1980). 
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Staff 1979 
 
1980 
Mr Duffy’s final annual report.  Record “A” level results in the history of the school sixth form.  A negative 
section of the report reads “During January 200 pupils sat trial GCS/CSE examinations in the main hall with the 
heating out of action and water from the leaking roof dripping melodiously into 30 plastic buckets arranged 
strategically around them.  For much of that month 3 of our 5 central heating boilers were out of action because 
of faulty or inadequate maintenance.” 
 
There is also a report by D.J.F. (D. J. Fawbert, Deputy Head) on a school “activities day”.  “We are looking 
forward to repeating the exercise – and perhaps expanding it – in 1980.” 
 
January 1980 changes to the school day are made to schools in the area because of cuts in the transport 
arrangements.  Middle Schools and High schools have to stagger their hours.  The High School Day is changed to 
9.15 a.m. – 4.00 p.m. (from 8.55 – 3.40). 
 
Sixth form roll:  Lower 6th 58, Upper 6th 27.  Subjects on offer in a booklet for 5th years wishing to enter the sixth 
form the following year are:- Maths (Pure Maths, Applied Maths, Pure and Applied Maths), English, Biology, 
Chemistry, Physics, Economics, French, German, Geography, History, Art/Craft, Home Economics, Textiles and 
General Studies.  Students taking Economics or Geography are (unless they also take maths) required to take a 1 
year O/CSE course in statistics.  Music, Sociology and R.E. “may also be available depending on demand”.  Other 
O/CSE subjects on offer are Geography, History, Chemistry, Office Studies, Human Biology, Commerce, Maths 
and English. 
 
26th-28th March 1980, school production of Before Your Very Eyes by John Challon (Alistair McGowan played a 
part and gets a special mention in a local news report). 
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April 1980, school lunches – change from a set meal to a cafeteria style choice of food.  Among the examples 
give are – soup 10p, ploughman’s lunch 20p, sausage and mash 25p, hotdog, pizza or salad 20p. 
Another US exchange trip (4th to be held). 
 
May 1980, the school holds official Silver Jubilee Celebrations with a “Commemoration Week” 19 – 23 May. 
Open Day, Former Pupils’ Day (with a special book to sign, a Staff vs Former Pupils cricket match which the 
Former Pupils won, and a Wine and Cheese party), a Concert featuring light-hearted items from concerts over 
the years with choir, brass band and orchestra, and a Commemoration Ball put on by the Evesham high School 
Association (3 bands, a disco, licensed and coffee bars, and a carvery buffet supper. 8 p.m. – 1 a.m.  Tickets 
£7.00.  Dress code, dinner jackets/lounge suits). 
 
A jubilee edition of the school magazine is put together from the archives by Mr Griffiths, Mr Ley, Mr 
McKechnie-Smith, Mrs Bradshaw, Amanda Chilver, Caroline Harman, Linda Turvey and Martin Gailey. 
 
May 1980, report in the local press about a national shortage of physics teachers.  Evesham is affected too. 
 
May 1980, 5th form pupils barricade themselves in the common room.  Between 80 and 90 pupils refused to 
come out of the common room after being refused permission to use it following an incidence of swear word 
and slogan graffiti on a board and wall.  Two culprits owned up to the graffiti.  Fifth formers were angry at being 
punished as a whole for the actions of a few.  Report in the local paper. 
 
July 1980, presentations to Mr Duffy from pupils and past and present staff.   Mr Duffy looks back on his time at 
Evesham high with affection but also remembers “always these last few years the grisly struggle for money and 
resources”. 
 
Summer 1980, Neville Andrews (Head of Baines School, Blackpool) appointed as new headmaster. 
 
December 1980, a school performanc of Ruddigore by Gilbert and Sullivan. 
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1981  
February 1981, Rugby and hockey teams’ 5-day trip to Belgium and Holland. 
26th-28th March 1981, school production of Sweeny Todd (Alistair McGowan plays the part of the demon 
barber). 
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Whole school 1980-81 
 
Autumn term 1981, 900 on roll.  Across the county there is concern about falling rolls.  Between the mid-1970s 
and the early 1980s there has been a 25% drop in school enrolment at primary level which will feed through to 
secondary level. 
 
December 1981, West Side Story.  Alistair McGowan played Bernardo along with a cast of 40 pupils.  Julie 
Bourne played Maria, John Hancock played Tony and Caroline Fowlkes played Anita, Bernardo’s girlfriend.  It 
was produced by Michael Gouda and the musical director was Trevor Owen. 
 
Teaching staff 
Headmaster: N. M. Andrews 
D.J. Fawbert 
E. H. McKellow 
J. E. Dexter 
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Mrs N. V. Tigwell 
M. Bowring 
E. Bradshaw 
J. C. Alderson 
B. W. Allbut 
Mrs J. Armstrong 
C. H. Brown 
P. J. Carter 
J. D. F. Chaplin 
N. Clark 
F. P. Clark 
Mrs T. M. Cooper 
M. T. Eden 
R. R. England 
M. W. Ford 
A. C. Freeman 
Mrs D. M. Gash 
M. D. Gouda 
Mrs J. Gray 
J. R. Griffiths 
T. K. Guest 
R.G. Herbert 
Mrs A. Y. G. Hesling-Brown 
Mrs P. Hobson 
M. R. Humphreys 
P. Hurworth 
N. Ley 
D. Longley 
A. W. Lyon 
D. McKechnie Smith 
Mrs S. E. Morris 
S. J. Murphy 
T. J. C. Owen 
C. J. Proctor 
Mrs P. M. Rawlings 
Miss P. J. Riggs 
J. D. Rowan 
Miss B. J. Shillito  
J. J. Slater 
D. R. Smith 
J. D. R. Solven 
R. H. Spears 
D. J. S. Taylor 
Mrs J. C. A. Thomas 
D. I. Waite 
Ms V. Ward 
Mrs S. M. Whitelaw 
Miss S. E. Wiggin 
Miss S. V. Williams 
 
Part-time teaching staff 
Mrs P. M. E. Alderson 
Mrs J. I. Bentley 
Mrs M. Durrant 
Mrs C. A. Grove 
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Mrs M. Hughes 
Mrs M. Jones 
Mrs T. D. Marskell 
Mrs J. A. Bradshaw, Librarian  
 
Core curriculum: mathematics, English, R. E., P. E. and games.  6 options from a list which includes physics, 
chemistry, biology, general science, rural science, French, German, European studies, history, geography, social 
studies, commerce, art, music, needlework, domestic science, woodwork, metalwork and technical drawing. 
 
Approximately 100 in the sixth form 
 
1982 
In the booklet “Information for parents 1982” under a section headed “Punishments”, after detailing sanctions 
for minor misdemeanours (extra work, report cards, detentions), it is stated “In the event of extreme or 
repeated misbehaviour, sanctions include temporary exclusion from lessons to work in isolation under the 
constant supervision if a member of staff, or caning (by the headmaster and Deputies only) or suspension from 
the school.  Happily, these are sanctions which rarely need to be used”. 
 
1982 school production of The Golden Pathway Annual.  Alistair McGowan is top left. 
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Layout of the school and school day timings in information for parents. 
 
1983 
Ending of the school meals service.  Team of women ready to take over.  Privatisation.  
 
 
 

 
Staff 1982/83 
 
Prize giving 1983 (two pictures scanned from the scrap book). 
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December 1983 – donations to school meant that EHS now had five computers for pupils. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
December 1983 school production of Carrots.  Scanned from the scrap book 
 
1984 
Staff list 
Headmaster Mr N.M. Andrews 
Fb Mr D.J. Fawbert 
Mk Mr E.H. McKellow 
De Mr J. Dexter 
Tg Mrs N.V. Tigwell* 
Bg Mr M. Bowring 
Bw Mr E. Bradshaw 
Ad  Mr J.C. Alderson* 
Al Mr B.W. Allbut 
Ar Mrs J Armstrong 
Bl Mr M.P. Bethell 
Bk Mrs G. Brookes 
Bn Mr C.H. Brown 
Bu Mr M. Buckley 
Ca Mr P.J. Carter 
Ch Mr J.D.F. Chaplin* 
Cl Mr N. Clark 
Cp Mr F.P. Clarke 
Da Mr J.M. Davies 
En Mr M.T. Eden* 
En Mr R.R. England 
Fm Mr A.C. Freeman 
Ga Mrs D.M. Gash 
Gd Mr M.D. Gouda 
Gy Mrs J. Gray* 
Gr Mr J.R. Griffiths* 
Gu Mr T.K. Guest 
Hb Mr R.G. Herbert 
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Ht Ms C.A. Herbert 
Hg Miss D.J. Hogben 
Hu Mr M.R. Humphreys 
Ho Mr P. Hurworth 
Id Mrs B.J. Ireland 
Le Mr N. Ley 
Lo  Mr B. Longley 
 Mr A.W. Lyon* 
Mc Mr D. McKechnie Smith* 
Ms Mrs S.E. Morris 
Ok Mr J.B. Oakley 
Oy Mr R.J.T. Oakley 
Pt Mr C.J. Procter 
Rg Miss P.J. Riggs 
Rw Mr J.D. Rowan 
Sl Mr J.J. Slater 
Sv Mr J.D.R. Solven 
St Mr M.J. Stephenson 
Ty Mr D.J.S. Taylor* 
Tr Mrs H. Tristram 
Wi Mr D.I. Waite 
Wd Ms V. Ward 
Wb Mrs S. Webb 
Wh Mrs S.M. Whitelaw 
Wg Miss S.E. Wiggan 
Wm Mr P.C. Williams 
 
PART-TIME TEACHING STAFF 
Gv Mrs C.A. Grove 
Hn Mrs P. Hobson 
 Mrs M. Hughes 
Jn Mrs M. Jones 
Lk Mrs J.C. Lock 
Ru Mrs J.W. Russell 
 
(* on the staff in 1958) 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Sixth form 1984, taken in the gardens at the front of the school by Mr England (photograph supplied by former 
student Chrisopher Townley) 
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December 1984 school production of Bugsy Malone by Alan Parker 
 

 
 

 
 

September 1985 
962 students on roll  
 
1987 
Spring 1987, Fourth Year Charity Week is founded.  A week when pupils in fourth year organised and ran events 
in aid of local charities. 
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June 1987, report in the local paper about break-ins at Evesham High School and Prince Henry’s High School.  
The items stolen were “cash, spectacles, a calculator and some sherry worth a total of £5”. 
 
July 1987 advertisement for EHS Fun Day  

 
 
1988 
Nationally the first year of GCSE examinations 
 

 
Staff 1988 
 
February 1988, EHS rugby tour of Holland. 
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March 1988, 4th Year charity week 
 

 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
19 May 1988, piece in the local press about swimmer Jo Deakins being selected for the England team to 
compete in the world school games in Barcelona in July. 
 
30th June 1988, letter to county stating that it was discovered that wooden rugby posts (in use since the school 
opened 34 years before) were so rotten at the base that they could not be used again.  The school requested 
metal posts as replacements. 
September 1988, letter sent by the Head to members of the Evesham high School Association thanking them for 
painting the school foyer.  “The foyer now looks very clean and smart: unfortunately this very much off-sets the 
poor state of the internal decoration of the rest of the school.” 
19th-21st October, a school production of Guys and Dolls. 
 
December 1988, Jo Deakins made an amazing debut in the World Cup inaugural meeting in Toronto, setting lots 
of personal bests and, with the rest of her team, beating the Canadian national team to take the gold medal. 
 
December 1988, Neville Andrews retires. 
 
1989  
School Day:  9.15 a.m. to 12.10 p.m., 1.15 p.m. to 4.00 p.m. 
 
January 1989, Jim Andrews (formerly Deputy Head at Daventry School, Northants) takes up position of Head of 
the school. 
 
January 1989, a notice on the staffroom board includes the sentence “swimming pool is in a dangerous 
condition…start procedures to have something done about it”.  
 
16th February 1989, report in the Evesham Journal announces the Fourth Year Charity Week (started in 1987) 
which will run from February 27th to 3rd March.  Over the previous two years the fourth years raised £2,987 for 
local charities and the aim in 1989 was to raise £2,000 in one week.  The Admag gave further detail listing some 
of the events.  “A leek-eating contest on St David’s day, five-a-side hockey and soccer leagues, a fancy dress 
three-legged race, sponsored trampolining and a treasure hunt. 
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17th February 1989, an advertisement in the Admag (a local free newspaper) announces the Over 18’s Charity 
Bop as part of the Fourth year Charity Week. 
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September 1989, 820 on roll, including 130 in the sixth form.  School uniform is no longer a requirement for 
sixth formers.  They are expected to wear office attire. 
 
October half term 1989, 40-50 sixth formers spent two days decorating two rooms in the 16-19 centre that are 
now allocated to them (one of which became a private study area). 
 
November 1989, rugby team (“The Pickwick Players”) made up of 15 and 16 year-old boys from a school in 
Deventer, near Appledorn in Holland visited EHS.  Dave Taylor, senior PE and rural studies teacher had taken 
students on rugby tours to Holland and Belgium for the previous 14 years but this was the first return match. 
 
Thursday 30th November 1989, the Evesham Journal’s headline reads “Vale schools in the grip of flu epidemic”.  
The report begins “Vale of Evesham schools are in the grip of one of the worst flu and cough epidemics for 
years.  Avisus that is sweeping the area has claimed hundreds of victims, with some schools yesterday reporting 
a quarter of their pupils away”.  It then goes on to quote Jim Andrews who said “the school’s Third Form had 
been particularly badly hit with around two thirds of the children away”. 
 
1st December 1989, report in the local press about 17-year old EHS student Martin Green winning the body 
building competition “Junior Mr Great Britain”. 
 
5th December 1989, report in the Gloucestershire Echo about swimmer Jo Deakins earning a place in the England  
team at the Commonwealth Games in Auckland.  She lived in South Littleton and trained in Gloucester.  I talso 
mentions she suffered from asthma as a child and it was a doctor who recommended that swimming might 
help. 
 
December 1989, school booklet for parents of the incoming 3rd year.   Head reports that he has appointed two 
new deputy heads during the year.  Accommodation – a refurbished computer room, new centre for business 
studies, extended facilities for the sixth form, multigym fitness equipment purchased (worth nearly £5,000), and 
a common room facility available to every pupil.  There are 820 pupils on roll, with 130 in the sixth form.  The 
school is arranged in seven faculties: English, Mathematics, Science, Design, Languages, Humanities, and 
Personal, Social and Moral Education (PSME) which includes P.E. 
 
Pupils in 3rd Year study English, maths, science (combination of the three traditional science subjects), IT, 
history, geography, music, P.E., health, careers, and R.E., French and (for the more able linguists) Spanish.  
 
Teaching staff January 1990 
Head Teacher J. E. Andrews 
Deputy Heads:  Mrs M. Jenkin, J. E. Dexter, D. E. Halsey 
 
English    Names at beginning of each section denote faculty heads 
J. R. Griffiths 
Mrs G. Brookes (also Head of Third Year) 
Mrs C. Harley 
Mrs J. Ford 
P. Milton 
Mrs L. Vincent 
 
Mathematics 
N. B. Green 
D. Adshead 
J. Chaplin 
Mrs P. M. Jones 
Mr A. Thorne 
Mr A. Williams 
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Science 
P. J. Carter 
Mrs A. Ayshford 
M. Buckley 
R. R. England 
Mrs M. Ottey 
Mrs P. A. Parry 
C. Proctor 
D. Taylor (also head of Fourth Year) 
K. Wyles 
 
Design 
J. D. Rowan 
Mrs J. Armstrong 
J. Davies (also head of Fifth Year) 
Mrs C. Grove 
Mrs M. Hobbs 
Mrs D. Hurley 
Mrs M. McLauchlan 
Mrs S. Moxey 
Miss P. Riggs 
D. I. Waite 
P. C. Williams 
 
Languages 
Mrs E. Toon 
Mrs S. L. John 
Mrs R. McRandall 
Miss B. E. Walker 
P. Ring (also Head of Sixth Form) 
 
Humanities 
Mrs C. Herbert 
Mrs B. Gough 
M. Husbands 
M. Stephenson 
Mrs H. Tristram 
 
Personal, Social and Moral Education 
J. D. R. Solven 
S. W. Charlton 
Mrs S. J. Crowley 
A. Freeman 
A. Pontin 
J. J. Slater 
 
Head of Educational Support: Mrs D. M. Greenwood 
Head of S L D Unit:  Mrs M. R. Cross-Durrant 
 
1990 Peter Moore, EHS pupil, was one of 25 winners in a national writing competition which was judged by the 
Poet Laureate Ted Hughes.  His winning story was published by Faber and Faber the following January. 
 
April 1990, performance of Memory: songs dances and sketches from the 1890s-1930s 
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Red Nose Day (year unspecified). 
 
Evesham Journal Project began in summer 1990 when Deputy Head (Mazda Jenkin) and new Journal editor 

(Stewart Gilbert) decided students would benefit from the practical experience of producing a 4-page 

supplement for the Journal.  Year 10 pupils searched out stories and submitted them and one teaching group 

was in charge of layout and editing.  Some pupils spent time at the Evesham Journal shadowing the reporters to 

gain first hand experience. 

1991 
Spring 1991: world class swimmer Jo Deakins is studying A-levels at EHS.  She is to take time out in 1992 to train 

for the Olympics. 

Common rooms are introduced for all year groups.  A multi-gym fitness system is purchased after fundraising by 
the Evesham High School Association, the P.E. Department and sponsorship from Evesham Hire Centre (source: 
Head Teacher’s piece in St Peter’s Church Parish magazine). 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Year 11 1991 
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Joseph and the Technicolor Dreamcoat, date unknown (1990 or 1991) 
 
1992 
March 1992 school performance of Oliver. 
 

 
 

Saturday 4th July 1992, official opening of the new All-Weather Hockey and Football Pitch.  The programme lists 
the events as 2.00 p.m. Exhibition Match (Men) Evesham Hockey Club1st XI v International Representative XI 
(Div. 3 Champions 1991/2), 4.00 p.m. Exhibition Match(Women)  Midland Ladies Select XI v Welsh Ladies 
International XI, 6.00 p.m. Official Handover & Buffet. 
 
EHS News no 9 October 1992: work begins on two new science laboratories and refurbishment of the six 

classroom Modern Languages block. 
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4th-6th November 1992, drama presetation Dracula Spectacula.  EHS News of October 1992 says “In this bubbling 
‘gangtastic’ extravaganza, the immaculate Miss Nadia Naïve and her three pupils are swung into riotous 
Transylvanian happenings with the suave Count Dracula and his gruesome sidekicks: Countess Wraith, Genghis 
the grovelling minion, Zombies and Fanged Brides”. 
 
1993 
In 1993 the extra-curricular clubs are listed as:- War Games/Fantasy Games, Year 9 Chess/Draughts/Dominoes, 

all years electronics, all years Amnesty International, all years Christian Union, all years photography, drama 

production. 

Autumn term sees opening of the new maths block, a new music suite (where the Hub is now (2016)), new 
science labs (built between the science block and the languages block) and refurbished modern languages 
rooms. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Sixth form tutors and HOY 
 
October 1993 EHS News congratulates Matthew Overd and Philippa Bullen as Head Boy and Head Girl. 
 
November 1993 school performance of Confusions by Alan Ayckbourn 
 
1994 
March 1994 Year 10 GCSE Drama Group Roadshow Little Red Riding Hood. 
 
12 May 1994, Year 11 ball at the Vale Golf and Country Club.  EHS News reports”this event was both a first and a 

rebirth.  It was a first since it had been organised by a committee of pupils from the seven year 11 forms, 

headed by Keith Oke.  It was a rebirth since it had been several years since a year 11 ball had taken place”. 

EHS News October 1994, report from the Evesham High School Association (EHSA) states “our principal money 

spinner has become the Bingo sessions held in the school hall on a monthly basis”.  A plea went out from Mr 

Slater for any camping equipment that the school could borrow for a new outdoor activities course in the PE 

department. 

23rd-25th November 1994, a school production of Our Day Out (with live animals including ducks, hens, rabbits, 
an iguana and a barn owl). 
 
1995 
Newsletter December 1995: “Thanks to the support of Evesham Town Twinning Association and local business 
EHS is set to gain access to the information superhighway.  The Internet, as it is known, is a world wide network 
of computers which includes a vast array of government, business and educational information providers. The 
potential of this initiative is enormous and will provide us with the chance to put the High School and Evesham 
on the “Net” with our own Home Page – a textual andgrpahical link available world wide to any Internet 
“surfer”.  Who knows, soon you may be able to read EHS News on your computer and leave your messages and 
ideas directly in our “mailbox” addresssed to the very person you wish to contact.  It has to be more reliable 
than “pupil post!””.   
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1996 
School day:   
9.15 Reg 
9.20 Period 1 
10.10 Period 2 
11.00 Break 
11.30 Period 3 
12.20 Period 4 
1.00 – 2.05 Lunch 
2.05- 2.20 Assemblies/p.m. reg 
2.20-3.10 Period 5 
3.10-4.00 Period 6 
Finish at 4.00.p.m. 
 

 
Sixth form with Mr Ring 
 



68 
 

Student publication “The Word”. 
  
April 1996, first OfSTED inspection.  School rated “Good”.   A section of a paragraph in the Governor Report to 
Parents included in the November 1996 edition of EHS news reads, “the governors were very pleased with the 
report prepared by a team of twelve following the OFSTED inspection of the school in April 1996.  The school 
was described as a successful school with a positive ethos where the quality of education is good”. 
 
April 1996, a school production of Overture and Beginners, excerpts from Les Miserables, Blood Brothers, and 
City of Angels. 
 
Summer term 1996, Skool Dayz scripted by Year 9 
 
1997 
March 1997, a school production of Little Shop of Horrors.  EHS News reports on the success of the staging of 

Little Shop of Horrors.   Mark Pitt thanked everyone involved in the production and singled out four young 

talented actors for special mention – Dean Bayliss, Hannah Knight, Jon Hewines and Robert Thomson.  In the 

same letter is the news that the contract for a new sports hall has been let.  “The hall will be big enough for a 

full size basketball court or four badminton courts.  It will also allow many other sports including 5 a-side soccer, 

netball, indoor hockey etc.” 

May 1997 Head Boy: Daniel Hawkins     Head Girl: Aimee Marshall elected. 

July 1997, work begins on building the new sports hall. 

Summer 1997, Jim Andrews retires as head teacher.   September 1997, David Kelly takes up the post of head 
teacher.   
 
1998 
January 1998, the new Sports Hall is in use.  The construction began the previous July and the cost was 

£280,000.  As with other areas of school premises, it is available for public bookings.   

February 1998, 26 sixth formers on an Economics, Business Studies and Geography  trip to Budapest.  The same 

month there was a skiing trip to Quebec which included a visit to Niagara Falls. 

Monday 9th March 1998, a 4-page pull out feature on Evesham high School in the Gloucestershire Echo.  There 
were features on the sixth form, Duke of Edinburgh Award, Young Enterprise, Art, Business, Information 
technology, Work Experience, Music  and Drama, but the main feature on page 1 covered the opening of the 
new sports hall and fitness room.  Sports Centre Manager, Martin Husbands was interviewed as part of the 
feature.   
 
12-14 March 1998, school production of Lucky Sods by John Godber, starring Clare Egan, Marc Hicks, Matt Cox, 
Sally Browning, Hannah Knight, Jo Dunbar, Mia Cuasier and Jon Hewines. 
 
23rd March 1998 the new Sports Hall is officially opened by Cyrille Regis, Aston Villa under 18s coach and former 

international footballer. 

March 1998 Awards Evening.  Guest presenter former student star (then) of “Spark”, “The Preston Front”, “They 

Think it’s All Over” and “Spitting Image”, Alistair McGowan. The evening was “brightened by the brilliance of 

impressionist and former student, Alistair McGowan” (David Kelly, Headmaster, EHS News July 1998) 
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Alistair McGowan pictured with Aimee Marshall, Head Girl; Suzy Alldren, Award Winner ; Dan Hawkins, Head 
Boy  
May 1998 EHS News reports the launch on 29th April of the [ultimately unsuccessful] Languages College bid 

(schools were encouraged to fundraise to achieve special status which would then bring in more funding). 

Magistrates Mock Trial competition – EHS were the runners up and secured £525 to be spent on new books for 

the library. 

June, EHS news reports on the successful football tour (five teachers and forty-three students) of Paris.  EHS 

returned undefeated.  The match scores were 3-0, 7-1, 3-3, 8-1.  The first matches were cancelled because the 

French Sides from Isle de France failed to turn up. Our students also found time to visit Euro Disney, L’Arc de 

Triomph and the Eiffel Tower. 

Head Boy: Lee Redgewell   Head Girl: Clare Egan 

July 1998 Mr Milton says farewell before going to Canada to teach for a year in an exchange scheme. 

Children In Need fundraising 1998 
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1999 
March 1999, school production of Secret Diary of Adrian Mole aged 13¾ .  It starred Mike Lake, Hannah Knight, 

Matt Cox, Matt Duggan, Linzi Townsend, Bert Baxter and Ashley Murden 

Thursday 24th June 1999, a celebration concert is held at the school to mark 25 years of Comprehensive 
Education in Evesham. 
 
Teaching staff (full-time) September 1999 
Mr D. J. Kelly   Head teacher 
Mr D. Halsey   Deputy Head 
Mrs G. Brookes   Senior Teacher 
Mrs J. Armstrong  Home Economics  Head of Faculty 
Mrs A. Ayshford  Science 
Mr A. Banks  Geography; RE Co-ordinator 
Miss E. M. Brown English 
Mr M. Buckley    Chemistry 
Mr S. W. Charlton P.E.   Head of Year 10 
Mr I. R. Cornell  Maths 
Miss J. Crofts  P.E.   Head of Department 
Mr J. H. Davis  Maths, Science 
Mrs M. Durrant  SpLD   Head of Unit 
Mrs A. M. Garland English 
Mr N. B. Green  Maths   Head of Faculty 
Mrs C. A. Grove  Music   Head of Department 
Mrs E. Harding  English   Head of Faculty 
Mr R. Harris  Science 
Mrs L. P. Heron  Business Studies 
Mr O. Heydon  Maths 
Mrs M. Hobbs  Art   Head of Department 
Miss S. Hooper  Geography 
Mr M. Husbands Geography  Head of Department 
Mr S. Jennings  History 
Miss S. L. Leonard English; Media 
Mr L. Lungley  Biology   Head of Department 
Mrs C. Medcroft Art 
Mr P. J. Milton  English; Media 
Mr P. J. O’Mahony Physics 
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Mrs M. Ottey  Physics   Head of Department 
Mr M. A. Pitt  Drama; English  Head of Department 
Mr C. J. Proctor  Chemistry  Head of Faculty 
Miss P. J. Riggs  Examinations secretary 
Mr P. Ring  French; Spanish  Head of Years 12/13; Director of Studies 
Mr G. L. Roberts Business Studies Head of Department 
Mrs J. Roe  Maths 
Mr J. J. Slater  Maths; P.E.  Head of Year 9 
Mr J. D. R. Solven Sociology; Careers Head of Faculty 
Mr R. Steeds  Business Studies Duke of Edinburgh Co-ordinator Sports Centre & Facilities 
Mr P. J. Totton  Design Technology Head of Department 
Mr I. Turner  P.E. 
Mr D. I. Waite  Design Technology 
Miss B. E. Walker Spanish and French 
Mrs S. M. Walton Maths 
Mr R. Watkins  Languages   Head of Faculty 
Mrs A. M. Wilcox History; Sociology Head of Department 
Miss L. J. Wilson French 
Mrs J. E. Winstone French 
Mr K. Wyles  Biology; ICT Co-ordinator 
Sixth form courses 
A-level courses offered:  art, biology, business studies, chemistry, computing, economics, English, French, 
geography, general studies, history, home economics, maths (further pure, mechanics, statistics, discrete) media 
studies, music, physics, PE, sociology, Spanish and theatre studies. 
 
2 year advanced GNVQ Business Studies 
Intermediate GNVQ Business Studies 
Intermediate GNVQ Leisure  
 
Head Boy: Simon White  Head Girl: Rachael Thornton 
 
Autumn term 1999 the Newsletter changes its name to Vantage Point.  Mr Waite’s DT room is converted to a 

sixth form common room.  The old sixth form common room and private study room are knocked into one large 

room.  Around 5,000 books are packed (after a good stock weeding) into boxes by Mrs Chambers, Librarian and 

two lunchtime supervisors and moved down to the new accommodation.  

2000 
January 2000, Mrs Chambers, two sixth formers who volunteered and other passers-by put all the books, CD 
ROMs, videos and journals  on display in the new library.  2nd March 2000, the new library is officially opened at 
a ceremony led by David Kelly (Head) and Julian Kramer (then Director of education). 
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New sixth form Common Room (formerly Mr Waite’s classroom). 
 
April 2000, Hockey & Netball Tour of Cyprus 
 
1st October 2000, Friends of Evesham High School held a football marathon to raise money for new dug-outs for 
the Astroturf pitch.  100 players in 14 teams raised over £500  
 
September 2001 806 students on roll.  Head Boy: Matthew Mullet  Head Girl: Joanna Dunbar 
 
2001 
12th-15th March 2001 Ofsted inspection.  School judged to be Good. 
 

 
School production of Oliver 
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Head Boy: Mark Skelcher  Head Girl: Tessa Humpheys 
 
£1,500 worth of new keyboards for the Music Centre donated by Mr Dyer of Digi-UK. 
 
2002 
January 2002 a new after school homework club for EHS and Simon De Montfort students in the library is paid 
by the New Opportunities Fund. 
 

 

 
March 2002 school production of Ratz. 
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Friday 14th June 2002 Friends of Evesham High School (FOEHS) organised a fundraising dinner and Promises 
Auction at the Northwick Hotel in Evesham with ex-pupil, T.V. impressionist and actor Alistair McGowan 
entertaining guests and acting as auctioneer.  150 guests attended and over £10,000 was raised for the school’s 
Sports College bid.  Vantage Point’s final paragraph reads “Alistair had a last-minute panic when he was recalled 
to BBC studios on Friday afternoon to re-edit a special comedy piece to be shown before Englan’s next World 
Cup match but, the super trouper that he is, he caught a train from Paddington on Friday evening and made it to 
the Promises Auction just in time – a man who keeps his promises!” 
 
July 2002 edition of Vantage Point reports “SUCCESS FOLLOWS SUCCESS! SCHOOLS CURRICULUM AWARD. Hot 
on the heels of winning the national quality awards of Sportsmark and Artsmark, Evesham High School was one 
of only 250 schools in the country to receive the Schools Curriculum Award, a prestigious bi-annual award 
recognising schools at the heart of their community.  Staff and students travelled to the Tate Modern in London 
in June to receive their award from HRH the Duke of Gloucester. 
 
2002 Bugsy Malone 
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6th December 2002 over £1,500 in aid of the Sports College bid, was raised through a sponsored 11-hour day on 
rowing machines.  It was the brainchild of Nick Symonds, a year 10 students. 
 
2003 
March 2003 school achieves Specialist Sports College Status “which brings in £150,000 to improve tennis, dance 
and gymnastics and changing room facilities at the school and over £100,000 a year funding to invest in 
Evesham ahigh School and its partner schools over the next 4 years initially, with a further 4 years funding as the 
school meets its ambitious targets” (David Kelly, Vantage Point Issue 19, March 2003). 

 
 

May 2003, Charlie Homer (later  Mayor of Evesham) elected Head Boy and Amy Davies elected Head Girl 
 

 
The old Drama Studio (photograph taken in 2003) 
 
23rd May 2003, the official opening by Peter Luff M.P. of the £400,000 extension to the sixth form centre with 
three new seminar rooms and a new Music and Performing Arts room. 
 
May 2003, another fundraising dinner and auction raised over £5,000 for the EHS sports College.  The highlight 
of the auction was the raising of £2200 from bids for a painting, signed by the owner, trainer and jockey, of Best 
Mate who then had won the Cheltenham Gold cup for the second successive year. 
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3rd June 2003, Toplink Sports Festival organised by Amy Davies, Kirsty Leigh, Mathew Brace and Mark Lewis took 
place with 500 first school children and 50 Evesham Nursery children. 
 
June 2003, first edition of Sports Watch: News from Evesham high School Specialist Sports College in glossy, 
broadsheet format. 
 
Awards evening summer 2003, guest of honour David Graveney, Chairman of English Cricket Selectors, Vice 
President of the Professional Cricket Association and former first class cricketer and Captain of Gloucestershire 
and Durham.  
 
Autumn 2003, the school has a second minibus and work has begun on refurbishing the (previously) boys gym 
into a new Dance Studio.  Work on developing the netball courts followed. 
 
19th-21st November 2003, school production of Godspell. 
 

 
 
Winter 03/04 Issue 2 of “Sportswatch”, still glossy but A4 size.  School has a second minibus, a brand new 17 
seater. 
 
2004 
25th February 2004 the school hosts the Webb Ellis World Cup and puts it on display in the sports hall for 
everyone to see.  David Kelly, Headmaster is quoted in Sports Watch, “It was a wonderful privilege for the Sports 
College to host the Webb Ellis Rugby Cup and we are indebted to Gary Meechan, the Under 19 Academy Squad 
from Worcester Rugby Club and the Rugby Football Union.  We’re delighted that so many students and pupils 
and staff from Evesham High School and our partner schools were able to see the Cup for themselves and take 
part in a memorable event.  There could be no more potent symbol of the power of sport to inspire and unite 
people of all ages”. 
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6th April 2004, Awards Evening guests of honour from the world of football Andy Stinton (179 appearances in 
the Premiership) and goal-keeping coach Bernard Day. 
 

 
 
Aerial photograph taken 17th June 2004 
 
24th June 2004, the second Toplink Sports festival organised this time by five students from Year 10, with 150 
first school children taking part. 
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New school badge 

 
 
September 2004, opening of the “state of the art” Dance Studio 
 
3rd September 2004, tree planting ceremony to mark the start of Evesham High School Golden Jubilee. 
 
10th September 2004, earmarked for panoramic jubilee photograph of all the students and staff (then had to be 
postponed twice because of poor weather). 
 
17th September, Golden Jubilee reunion day open to all ex pupils with tours of the school and an exhibition of 
photographs and news cuttings (put together by Derek Waite, DT teacher) followed by an evening at the 
Northwick Hotel. 
 
November 2004 school production of Grease 

 
2005 
11th March 2005, jubilee music concert by past and present pupils and staff 
 
23rd March 2005, awards evening with former headmasters Michael Duffy, Neville Andrews and Jim Andrews 
and former deputy head and senior mistress Miss C. M. Wallace, who retired in 1979.  Will Johnson of the 
Leicester Tigers presented the awards 
 
10th June 2005, opening of the Sculpture Park and Jubilee Garden by Mrs Francis Smith, Chair of Governors and 
Mayor of Evesham (formerly Frances Newman, Head Girl for two years from 1956).  In the accompanying 
booklet, Derek Waite, Design and Technology Teacher at the school since 1971 wrote a short history.   
 
“The ‘pool’ [or perhaps pond would be a better description] is naturally occuring and was taken in hand and lined 
by Bob Weaver, Head of Science, when the school opened in 1954.  It has been a haven for wildlife ever since and 
a valuable Rural Studies resource for the students of Evesham High School. 
 
Dave Taylor, Head of Rural Science in the 1980s/90s, remembers mallard ducks nesting round it, kingfishers and 
water wagtails visiting and newts and tadpoles making the pool their home.  It has also attracted ducks and 
geese kept by the school over the years. 
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We have tried very hard to link this water feature to one of the original ‘Four Pools’ which gave their name to the 
area and the particular road on which the school was built but cannot be certain that it occupies a site which was 
once the location of one of the ‘Four Pools’.  We like the idea and wonder if the locations of the original Four 
Pools are known, with any certainty, by anyone.  Perhaps this should be a challenge to readers of The Evesham 
Journal?” 
 
16th July, Sports Festival of Fun plus BBQ, dance and fireworks display. 
 
17th-31st July, South Africa Tour with 34 students and 4 members of staff. 
 
September 2005, new school entrance, foyer and reception area.  Introduction of new P.E. kit in navy and gold 
with the school logo. 
 
2006 
5th April 2006 awards evening with guest of honour Peter Walton, Premiership Referee. 
 
September 2006, 743 on roll including 198 in the sixth form. 
 
15-17 November 2006 school production of Fame by David De Silva 
 
22nd-23rd November 2006 Ofsted inspection judges the school “Good or Outstanding in every respect” 
(Sportswatch spring 07 edition). 
 
2007 
July 2007 A-level Art 2-day visit to St Ives. 
 
Summer 2007 edition of Sportswatch reports “Evesham High School, Specialist Sports College is pleased to have 
been invited by the British Council and YST [Youth Sports Trust] in February 2007, to join in the dreams and 
Teams project and begin to declop our own international links.  As with many of the schools in Worcestershire, 
India was chosen as our link country, with Mayoor School, Ajmer, our designated school”.  This began many 
years of exchange visits between the two schools.  EHS teacher, Jo Meloni (Director of Specialism) reported that 
she and David Kelly visited Mayoor School in March 2007 and a return visit by two of the Mayoor School 
teachers took place 11th-19th June, 2007. 
 
Summer 2007, David Kelly leaves the school.  August, school record of 62% 5+ A-C grades and 100% pass rate at 
A level (best in county). 
 
September 2007, Caroline Browne becomes the new head teacher. 
 
14th-16th November 2007 school production of West End Nights and Broadway Lights.  Pupils from Simon De 
Montfort Middle School and St Richard’s C of E First School also took part. 
 
The school raises £1,439 for Children in Need from a combination of non-uniform privilege, competitions and 
sponsored activities and sixth form fancy dress 
 
December 2007, school is re-designated as a Sports College and Maths and Computing Specialist School. 
 
2008 
Spring 2008, EHS is invited, as a result of very good GCSE results in summer 2007, to take on a second 
specialism.  The school opts for Maths and Computing in addition to the existing Sport specialism.  In addition to 
this the school has to identify a second target setting and decides on Science. 
 
Young Engineers lunchtime club is started. 
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February 2008 65 students and 6 members of staff went on a combined Spanish and PE tour to the Barcelona 
region in Spain. 
 
March 2008 Head reports “Evesham High School has been recognised as one of the top schools in the country 
for making progress at GCSE over the last four years”. 

 
Bounceathon 2008 
 
 
School trip to the Globe Theatre to see King Lear. 
 

 
Staff 2008 
 
September 2008 – school day shortened slightly. 
9.10 a.m. Arrival 
9.20 a.m.  Lesson 1 
10.10 a.m.  Lesson 2 
11.00 a.m. Break 
11.20 a.m. Lesson 3 
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12.10 p.m. Lesson 4 
1.00 p.m. Lunch 
1.50 p.m. Lesson 5 
2.40 p.m.  Lesson 6 
3.30 p.m. Tutor/Assembly 
3.50 p.m. End of School 
 
Head Boy: Matthew Taylor   Head Girl: Hannah Cooper.  Year 12 has 128 students and Year12/13 “is our largest 
Sixth Form ever” (Ms Browne, Head teacher writing in the Septemebr edition of the school newsletter). 
 
19th-21st November 2008 school production of The Little Shop of Horrors. 

School Newsletter December 2008 Mrs Hearing (Head of Sixth Form) and Mr Dolan (Head of ICT) announce the 
forthcoming introduction of a swipe card system for the sixth form.  “The system is designed to give students 
more freedom and responsibility by allowing them to record their arrival and departure electronically.  It will 
also enable close monitoring of the use of the library for study periods so that students can maximise the 
organisation of their time.” 
 
December 2008, school trip to New York.  December 2008 school newsletter outlines the  development of a 
House system in keeping with our sports specialism status – Lords, Wimbledon, Twickenham and Wembley 
 
2009 
 
15th January 2009 over 70 Year 9 boys took part in a boys’ dance project organised through Worcestershire Arts 
Education.  Five of the boys were selected to go on to a workshop with selected boys from other schools. 
 
Staff 2009 

 
 
May 2009, Matt Hackling elected as Head Boy with Jake Vallely as deputy and Leane Watkin elected as Head Girl 
with Chloe Bryan elected as deputy.   
 
Precautions taken against the threatened swine flu epidemic.  Antiseptic hand gel in the cloakrooms and boxes 
of paper hankies distributed to classrooms etc.  
 
2 teachers visit Mayoor School, Rajasthan (a school we have had links with for a few years now).  
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August 2009 69% 5+ A*-C grades 
 
September 2009, first term of partnership with Dimon De Montfort Middle School (which had been in special 
measures). 
 
20th November 2009, 12 hour Bounceathon for Children in Need plus students wearing pyjamas in school. 
 
9th-11th December, 2009 school production of A Christmas Carol  by Charles Dickens. 
 
15th December 2009, a fashion show was held on a catwalk in the main hall to raise funds for the Year 11 Ball. 
The theme was prom wear with gowns and suits from Daisy B Nell and hair done in a range of styles from 
Hollywood, Bollywood and punk amongst others.  The evening raised over £600. 
 
2010 
January 2010, edition of the school newsletter announces the winner of the first school “Masterchef” 
competition.  The competition was judged by Felice Tocchini of Fusion Brasserie and the prize was donated by 
Evesham Rotary. 
 
February 2010, Mr Johnson and Miss Gunter from the Performing Arts faculty took sixth formers to New York.  
As well as sightseeing, the group took part in workshops directed by Broadway professionals.  On the final night 
they were treated to a Hummer limo ride aroud Manhattan before eating at the Hard Rock Café. 
 
March 2010, reports on the new Learning to Lead programme (introduced by teacher, Mrs Robinson and 
support staff member Mrs Cooper) where students decide on “Teams” that they would like to form in order to 
achieve things in and around school.  The first teams to be set up are The Uniform Team (to look at ways of 
improving the school uniform), The Garden Team, The Green Team, and The Radio Team. 
 
 
March 2010, whole school Sport Relief Mile (running, walking, hopping, rolling etc round the school field).  Ms 
Browne, head teacher thanked people for sponsoring her run from Evesham high School to Blackminster School 
and back (just under 10 miles). 
 
May 2010, Michael Jewitt elected as new Head Boy with Sam Walsh as deputy, and Michelle Abbott elected as 
Head Girl with Heidi Chamberlain as deputy. 
 
After the May half term holiday Year 9s now start the KS4 (GCSE) timetable and GCSE options. 
 
November 2010 newsletter mentions the first Deep Learning Day “where the normal timetable is suspended so 
that we can give students an extended, intensive learning experience relevant to their particular year group”. 
 
17th-19th November 2010, school performance of the musical Grease. 
 
The coalition government announces the (non-compulsory) introduction of the English Baccalaureate or Ebacc. 
Students are to be given an English Baccalaureated certificate if they ahieve at least a grade C in English, 
mathematics, science, a language and either geography or history. 
 
2011 
The January edition of the school newsletterincludes a special supplement outlining the proposed idea of 
changing from year tutor groups to vertical tutor (VT) groups (i.e. some students from each of the five year 
groups in each tutor group)  
 
19th-23rd February 2011, Holland sports tour  
 
24th March 2011, 12 students from Year 9 took part in the BBC News School Report.  Part of Mrs Cooper’s report 
in the newsletter said “students spent the day learning juonralism, editing and broadcasting skills.  They wrote 
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articles, interviewed and filmed throughout the day which ended with their final pieces being put onto the 
school website that the BBC then linked to”. 
 
May 2011, students and staff vote for the new Head Boy and Head Girl.  Results: David Vigoreux and Emily 
Taylor with Charlotte Stephens and Matthew Brookes as deputies. 
 
24th June 2011, Evesham High School’s version of the TV programme The Apprentice.  Normal lessons were 
suspended whilst students took part in team leadership, creative, and business enterprises  
 
September 2011, change to girls’ uniform.  Bespoke school skirt (black with a dark pinstripe) or smart black 
trousers, grey and white striped shirt with revers collar and three-quarter length sleeves (no tie), black blazer. 
 
828 students on roll including 210 in the sixth form. 
 
September 2011, vertical tutoring begins along with the introduction of four new houses (names selected by 
student competition): Bronte (green), Redgrave (blue), Darwin (yellow), and Nightingale (red).  Ms Browne, 
Headteacher  wrote in the newsletter that these houses “represent individuality, creativity and perseverance in 
areas of the Arts, Sport, Science and Social Care”.  Houses have an assembly once a week.  Various challenges 
are set for other tutor times.  Year groups meet occasionally for assembly on a need basis (e.g. planning the Year 
11 Ball).  Every member of staff, non-teaching as well as teaching is assigned to a House. 
 
14th-15th September 2011, Osted inspection.  School judged “Good”. 
 
September 2011 new building works programme 
Phase 1: Sports science classroom, weights room and Sports hall entrance 
Phase 2 Arts (music and drama) groundworks began Monday 26th September (on the site of the old drama 
block) .  Planned for summer completion. 
Phase 3: dining extension planned. 
 
10th November the whole of Year 10 involved in an interactive “Romeo and Juliet” workshop with a troupe of 
touring actors. 
 
November 2011, several male members of staff take part in “Movember” and grow moustaches and beards 
during the month as a fundraiser and awareness campaign for men’s health issues such as testicular and 
prostate cancer. 
 
November 2011, a group of 20 students from across Year 9 and Year 10 were invited to be judges on a county-
wide panel of students selecting a shortlist of 6 books from which there would be a future winning title.  The 
students were split into six teams in the school library and “speed dated” with the books, deciding which had 
the best blurb, opening lines and book covers.  The scheme is run by Worcestershire Schools Library Service. 
 
2012 
March 2012, edition of the newsletter includes details of a visit by Year 13 psychology students to Long lartin 
prison.  Their teacher wrote “Students watched the amazing drug and hooch dogs in action, explored the 
various restraint techniques used to control non-compliant prisoners and were amazed at the vast array of 
objects that prisoners smuggled into the prison”. 
 
May 2012, new Performing Arts centre is completed. 
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May 2012, Reuben Grace elected as Head Boy and Kathryn Smith elected Head Girl with deputies Jamie Phipps 
and Helen Bates. 
 
July 2012, a week long celebration of the London Olympics and a week of Olympic and Paralympic Games at EHS 

during the last week of term.  House T-shirts in House colours with the 2012 London Olympic logo were on sale 

for £4.00 and worn by students and staff alike during the week. 

 
House competition 2011 – 2012.  Overall annual winner Bronte House 
 
September 
8.55am Registration then tutor time/assembly at SDM 
9.10am Registration at EHS 
9.15am Period 1 
10.15am Period 2 
11.15am Break for 20 minutes 
11.35am Period 3 
12.35pm Lunch for 50 minutes 
1.25pm Period 4 
2.25pm Period 5 
3.25pm End of day for SDM students/ 5 minutes movement time for EHS students to arrive promptly at tutor 
time 
3.30pm Tutor time/assemblies for EHS students 
3.50pm End of day for EHS students 
 
September 2012 newsletter announced 79% of GCSE students achieving 5 or more A*-C grades.  A learning 
improvement centre known as The Hub has been created (in the old music rooms near the bottom gate). 
 
September 2012 cashless catering using fingerprint recognition software is introduced in the school cafeteria.  
 
November 2012 newsletter announces a new club Robotics Club, led by Mr A. Williams.   
 
5th-7th December 2012, school production of We Will Rock You, a musical comedy using the songs of rock band 
Queen. 
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2013 
In the January 2013 newsletter Mr Williams reports the team coming second in the Worcestershire VEX Robotics 
“Sack Attack” competition.   
 
April 2013, a new attractive outdoor seating area with a part cover and astro turf floor was completed following 
the findraising, publicity and policy efforts of Year 13 student, Lewis Shock.  A previously unattractive corner by 
the humanities block now provides benches and picnic tables with raised flowerbeds for use by students at 
break times and lunchtimes.  
 
May 2013, the year 9 robot under construction in the Robotics Club has been named “Titan”.  May 2013 Head 
Boy Bradley Sewell  Head Girl: Sophie Hible 
 
In July 2013 edition of the Newsletter Stuart Wilson, Senior Technician reports “We have recently upgraded 
three classrooms with a range of state-of-the-art desktop computers, consisting of super-fast Intel i3 and i5 
processors, 20” screens and 4GB RAM.  In addition to this, students will shortly have access to Microsoft Office 
2013, and for all budding programmers and game designers Micrsoft Visual 2013 and Game Maker software. 
 
The old science block common room had a makover with ideas and input from a group of students in year 11 
and the help of an interior designer from Cheltenham. 
 
House competition 2012 – 2013.  Overall annual winner – Darwin House 
 
2 September 2013 report on the BBC News Website  

Teenagers in England who fail to achieve at least a grade C in English and maths GCSEs will have to 
continue studying the subjects from this term. 

It means hundreds of thousands of youngsters in school and college will have to carry on with the subjects 
until the age of 18. 

Employers have warned that young people need to improve these skills. 

Education Secretary Michael Gove said the subjects were the ones "employers demand before all others". 
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There was a natioanl warning regarding the measles outbreak and how to access the MMR (measles, mumps 
and rubella) vaccination. 
 
2014  

School subjects 2014 
Art and Design; Biology; Business Studies; Chemistry; Child Development; Dance; DesignTechnology; Drama; 
English; English Literature; Food and Nutrition; French; Geography; Graphics; Health and Social Care;  
ICT/Computing; iMedia; Mathematics and Further Mathematic; Media Studies; Music; Performing Arts; P.E.;  
Physics; Product Design; Psychology; R.E. (philosophy and ethics); Resistant Materials; Science; Spanish;  
Travel and Tourism/Leisure Studies 
 
February 2014 a group of students with Mr Denton and Miss Green visit Mayoor school in India, touring the 
states of Utter Pradesh and Rajasthan, visiting Deli, Jaipur, Agra, the Taj Mahal and the Amber Fort. 
 
Spring 2014 consultation meetings are held with parents and staff re the creation of one school from the 
federation.  This would mean one DfE registration number, one budget, one identity and more streamlined 
administration. 
 
May 2014 Jordan Goring elected Head Boy and Ellen Granger Elected Head Girl with deputies Samuel Baldwin 
and Aimee Booth. 
 
5th July 2014, EHS Awards evening.  Charlie Homer, ex head boy and Mayor of Evesham presents the prizes. 
 
End of summer term 2014, Caroline Browne, Headteacher leaves Evesham High School 
 
=========================================================================================== 
I decided at the beginning of writing this history that I would include and list teachers’ names as much as 
possible as these are the people that former students had the most contact with and will remember the most.  
Every school has bands of support staff, governors and dedicated parents and I hope no-one is offended by 
omissions in this work.  I also decided not to routinely name pupils in photographs as anyone “spotting” 
themselves and their friends will know who they are.  
 
There have been many hundreds of trips, visits and events run in and by the school.  Not eveything could be 
included.  I have tried to give a flavour of the school, record a lot of its history and note the special, or first time 
events, as much as the records could provide the information for me to do so. 
 
I WOULD LIKE TO THANK:- 
 
JOHN REEVE (FORMER PUPIL) WHO SPENT MANY HOURS TRANSCRIBING HANDWRITTEN DOCUMENTS INTO 
MICROSOFT WORD DOCUMENTS, MAKING THE WRITING OF THIS HISTORY SO MUCH EASIER TO PUT TOGETHER. 
 
TONY LYON (FORMER TEACHER) FOR SHOWING ME LOTS OF DOCUMENTS AND PROVIDING PHOTOGRAPHS AND 
BACKGROUND DETAIL. 
 
CAROL LEE-MILLWARD, MAUREEN BAILEY, G. RAYMER, JANET HAYWARD, R. SINGLETON AND JOHN KEYTE FOR 
LENDING US PHOTGRAPHS AND CERTIFICATES. 
 
LAST BUT BY NO MEANS LEAST, DEREK WAITE (FORMER TEACHER) WHO LOOKED AFTER AND PASSED ON THE 
ARCHIVE TO THE SCHOOL LIBRARY.  IT IS A WONDERFUL SOURCE OF INFORMATION. 
 
IF ANYONE HAS ANY PHOTOGRAPHS OR MEMORIES THEY WOULD LIKE TO SHARE, PLEASE GET IN TOUCH VIA 
THE SCHOOL’S EMAIL ADDRESS GIVEN ON THE WEBSITE. 
 
Noelle Chambers 
Librarian           February 2017 
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